JANUARY 2021
Nº1 - VOLUME 28
More Light, Open & Affirming, Reconciling

In this Issue:

2

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
EPIPHANY PARTY
PASTOR MARCUS TO RECEIVE BRIDGE BUILDER AWARD
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING & CHURCH CONFERENCE
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

4

AN EVENING WITH REV. DR. JAN LINN
SECOND ANTI-RACISM DISCUSSION BEGINS IN JANUARY

5

FAITH FORMATION: UPCOMING ADULT CLASSES

6

YOUR VOICES

8

ANSWERING GOD'S CALL

10

MLK JR. DAY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
A WINTER'S TALE

12

DEVOTION

13

BOARD REPORT
NEWS & NOTES

14

PRAYER LIST

Epiphany Party in the Parking Lot: January 6, 6:30-7:30 PM

E

piphany, January
6, also known as
Three Kings Day
or Twelfth Night,
marks the end
of the Christmas
season. The name Epiphany
comes from the Greek word
meaning “revelation” or
“manifestation.” It is the day
that the church celebrates
the story of how the Magi
saw a bright star on the night
Christ was born and followed
it to Bethlehem. There they
found the Christ child and
presented him with gifts
of gold, frankincense and
myrrh. This visit would later
give rise to the custom of gift
giving at Christmas. But most
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BY PASTOR BETH, CO-PASTOR

importantly, it is on this day
that the Church celebrates the
manifestation of Jesus; the
young Messiah revealed as the
light to the nations. After being
made known to the shepherds
of Bethlehem, he is revealed
to the Magi who have come
from the East to adore him.
What makes this moment so
miraculous is that the wisemen
are not Jewish. In this moment,
the light of Christ has reached
the gentiles and marks the
mission of the church to reach
the world.
This year, as with so much,
we are unable to gather in
our sanctuary and mark this
occasion, but we can celebrate
the light coming to the whole

world with an Epiphany Parking
Lot Party. As part of our "Inside
Out" Christmas, we have lit up
trees on the side of the church
facing North Shore. For our
party, we will be spreading
that light even further. You are
invited to drive by the church,
celebrate the light coming to
the whole world, pull into the
parking lot, and tune your radio
to hear festive holiday music
from UCP musicians. Look for
signs as you drive in for the
FM radio station to tune to. If
you want to be like the magi
and come bearing gifts of food
for Cornerstones or your gifts,
tithes and offerings, there will
be a place where you can drop
those off as well.

Pastor Marcus to Receive Bridge Builder Award
Congratulations, Pastor Marcus! Pastor Marcus is this year's recipient of the Bridge Builder Award
presented by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Capital Area. Pastor Marcus is receiving this
award for his work in race and reconciliation. He will be presented this award during the Virtual
MLK, Jr., Tribute Service, hosted by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Capital Area on Sunday,
January 17, at 3 PM, on Zoom. All are welcome to tune in! RSVP by 12 PM on January 17 to receive the
Zoom link.

Congregational Meeting & Church Conference: January 31
BY PASTOR BETH, CO-PASTOR

We will have the Methodist Church Conference and a Congregational Meeting January 31, on Zoom,
following the 10 AM online worship service. District Superintendent, Rev. Sarah Calvert, will preach.
There will be no Sunday School—children or adults. The 2020 Annual Report will be emailed prior to
the meeting for you to review. Items of “business” at the meeting include:
1. Receiving the financial plan for 2021
2. Approving the call of the pastors
3. Electing a person to fill the vacancy on the Congregational Care Ministry as a result of our sister,
Ruby Hamilton’s passing
4. Voting on an amendment to the By-laws to allow for virtual voting at Congregational meetings, etc.
5. Hearing about objectives and metrics for achieving our goals to ACT (Actively engage in social
justice and spiritual practices; Connect and engage with our expanding community; Take care of the
congregation and greater community, including plans for future live-streaming and eventual plans to
return to in-person worship)

Stewardship Update

BY JOHN MOORE, FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIR

Thank you to all who have already pledged as part of this year’s stewardship campaign for 2021. We are
encouraged that the number and amount of pledges continues to keep pace with last year’s campaign.
Your continued commitment to supporting UCP in the year of a pandemic and shift to virtual services is
appreciated.
In keeping with the 2021 theme Lights, Camera, Action, our light bulbs depict campaign progress. These
lights now number 20 bulbs (each representing $25,000 in pledges). As of December 28, we have 106 pledges
totaling $499,727. But we still need one more bulb to help us shine. This means we are about $25,000 short of
our goal for 2021.
Meeting our goal will allow us to fully fund our programs and meet our 2021 goals to ACT (see above). We
encourage you to consider pledging now or adding to your existing pledge. If you are an active non-member
of our UCP family, we encourage you to pledge as well. Your added pledges will help us to meet and hopefully
exceed the campaign goal. This will reduce the size of next year’s budget shortfall and the drain on our
reserves.
For those couples who do not itemize on their tax returns, it may be of interest that the new stimulus
legislation allows a larger tax break for charitable contributions. For those over 70 ½ years old, special tax
provisions allowing a Qualified Charitable Distribution also provide opportunity for charitable deductions (see
the April 2018 Parish Life).
You may pledge through the online pledge card or email your pledge to Micaela Hanney, UCP's Bookkeeper.
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An Evening with Rev. Dr. Jan Linn

M

BY PASTOR MARCUS, CO-PASTOR

embers and friends have a great opportunity to meet a devoted leader of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Rev. Dr. Jan Linn, a scholar,
pastor, educator and author. I was a first-year student at Lexington Theological
Seminary when I first met him. On Friday, January 22, at 7 PM, I will be in a
familiar and most enjoyable place—a room (virtually) blessed by the guidance of
his spirituality and his courage to commit to honesty and compassion about all
matters. Even more important, you can join this Zoom discussion with me!
The invitation to the Friday evening discussion is made by the UCP Fellowship Team. In an
informal setting, we can look forward to our time together—sharing our stories as well as listening
to those told by Dr. Linn. This event also provides a follow-up for those who have read his book
Unbinding Christianity, which is available through Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or directly from the
publisher. In last October's Parish Life, I wrote a review of this book in which I quoted Jan's belief
that "the significance of a group, a community, or a nation, is the ethos by which it has lived and its
perpetual influence upon each society thereafter—the ethics and values that are taught through their
stories."
After retiring as the founders and co-pastors of the Spirit of Joy Christian Church in St. Paul,
Minnesota, Jan and his wife, Joy, continue to reside there and to serve in their community in
numerous capacities. In addition to being the author of 15 books, Jan has a blog, linnposts.com. In
his meeting with us, he wants folks to know that no questions will be "off-limits," including ones
that may take issue with something he has written in his books. I know that conversations with Jan
can be humorously entertaining, as well as both intellectually and spiritually engaging. During
my years as a seminary student I observed that often Jan's lessons opposed those of most systems
and institutions of higher learning regarding pursuits of success and upward mobility. His life and
teaching have been that Christ's life and ministry represent "downward mobility" (Philippians 2:511).
Registration for our discussion is not required, and the Zoom link will be sent in the Weekly
Connection the week of the event. I hope that you will put this gathering at 7 PM on Friday, January
22, on your calendar and join us!

Second Anti-Racism Discussion Begins in January
BY MILLIE LYONS

Based on the success of an anti-racism discussion series held virtually last September, a repeat begins
Monday January 18, 7 PM, via Zoom. Me and White Supremacy by Layla Saad will again be the primary
resource, with additional readings added. This course lasts six weeks.
Rev. Elethia and I started the previous course to help White people uncover ways in which they are
unknowingly complicit in perpetuating racial inequality in the United States. UCP had Black and White
founding members and is committed to racial equity and empowerment. Classes offer a safe space
for White people to uncover unconscious thoughts, beliefs and attitudes that contribute to hurting the
chances for people of color to fulfill their potential as part of our church and society, and for Black
people to share their experiences. Contact me or Rev. Elethia by January 6 for further information and
to register.
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Upcoming Adult Classes
BY PASTOR BETH, CO-PASTOR

Living Your Faith

(Sundays, 11:15 AM, Zoom)

You are invited to a six week
study looking at the intersection
of religion and politics, church
and state, specifically in light
of the current religious climate
in our country. We will have
several guest speakers helping
to lead us in these discussions:
January 3: Introduction
Rev. Larry Pullen, Justice and
Peace Ministry Team Co-Chair,
will provide an introduction
to the series along with a
discussion of religious views
on vaccinations and ending the
pandemic.
January 10: "Overview of
Church-State Separation”
Maggie Garrett, VP of Public
Policy, and Dr. Sabrina E.
Dent, Senior Faith Adviser,
from Americans United for
Separation of Church and State
January 17: “How We Got
Here?”
Amanda Tyler, Executive
Director, or Charles Watson,

Director of Education, BJC
(formerly Baptist Joint
Committee for Religious
Liberty)
January 24: "Is Religious
Freedom a Conservative or
Liberal Value?”
Jennifer Hawks, Associate
General Counsel, BJC
January 31: No Class (Church
Conference)
February 7: Christians Against
Christian Nationalism
Dr. Bruce Douglass, Emeritus
Associate Professor,
Georgetown University,
Department of Government
and Director Emeritus of the
Reformed Institute

of Luke. Luke tells us the
story of Jesus starting even
before his birth, and Luke is
constantly reminding us that
his is a Jewish Gospel. You
will note many connections
to Old Testament stories
and prophecies that we read
this fall. Consistently, God’s
promises are being fulfilled
and are bigger than anyone has
expected.

Bible Study

(Wednesdays, 10 AM, Zoom)

Explore the ultimate love song,
"The Song of Songs," from
several perspectives. This is
a book not often studied and
definitely not often, if ever,
preached in our churches.
February 14: Where Do We Go
Over the years, it has been
from Here?
interpreted in many ways;
however, we will be using two
Bible 101
fairly new sources for our look
(Sundays, 11:15 AM, Zoom)
into this rarely used book:
Explore the narrative lectionary Uppity Women of the Bible by
texts used in worship. This
Lisa Wolf, and Dismantling
year, the lectionary tells the
Injustice: A Disorderly Parable
gospel story through the lens
of the Song of Solomon, by April
Love-Fordham. All are welcome
5

“To look for ways to be more available for the needs of our church.”

Sheila Allen

"To try to be more thoughtful and caring."

Debbie Aschenbach

"To be extra careful of COVID now that vaccines are here."

Dick Babione

"To be more accepting of change."

Kim Baum

“To volunteer to help needy people more."

Eulene Bevans

"To walk outside at least half an hour every day."

Arlene Brown

“To lose weight and get in shape so I can go to Philmont Scout Ranch in
New Mexico next summer with my daughter Laura."

Gary Haneline

“To celebrate each day mindfully; however the day begins, there is something I can do to make it a better one."

Roxane Hughes

“To try to be much more positive about things and not watch the TV news
so much."
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Mary Jackson

“To restart my exercise regime which went away when my gym closed.”

Brenda Meyer

“To listen with hope and to hear with love.”

Craig Palmer

“To take better care of my health.”

"To not let the desire to return to normal cloud my vision or prevent me
from remembering the deep-seated racism revealed over the last five years
and thus prevent me from living out my commitment to helping dismantle
racism."

Barbara Pelzner

Larry Pullen

“To keep in closer touch with my family and friends.”

Annette Reed

“To reinforce my health and find more ways to help others, to show my
gratitude for the blessings in my life.”

Sylvia Robinson

“To continue to take good care of myself physically and emotionally.”

Karen Skatoff

“To try to have compassion, not anger, for those with different political
views.”

Steve Webb

“To maintain better posture; it’s bad enough to be an old man, but I
don’t want to look like one.”

Elliott Wicks

“To find more ways to help others.”

Karen Young

Let's hear your voice! The Your Voices question for February's newsletter:

When the pandemic is over and life returns to "normal," what is something
you will do differently than you did before the pandemic occurred?
Submit your answers to parishlife1@ucpreston.org by January 15.
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C O M M E N TA R Y

A God of All the
People or a god of
white supremacy
"I am who I am"
-Exodus 3:14

BY: ROB GEHRING

CONTRIBUTOR: THE JUSTICE AND
PEACE MINISTRY TEAM
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n December 12,
two days before
the electoral
college affirmed
the election
of Joe Biden
and Kamala Harris, a group
of white supremacists roamed
the streets of Washington, DC,
in a futile effort to overturn
that result. Among their acts
of defiance, they tore down
and destroyed the Black Lives
Matter banner from in front
of the Metropolitan African
Methodist Episcopal Church.
The pastor of that church, the
Rev. William H. Lamar IV,
wrote a powerful response
published on December
15 in the op-ed page of the
Washington Post, entitled “My
church will replace our Black
Lives Matter sign. Will America
replace its racist myth?”
His message—that we need to
completely reexamine our founding myths, based as they were
upon genocide and slavery, and
develop a new national narrative based on a vision of all humans thriving together, and that
we need to understand that our
God is a God of all people—is essential reading and the Justice
and Peace Ministry Team offers
it here in full, with permission:

Do you hear what I hear? I hear
the imperial American myth in
the throes of its own death rattle.
And I hear a people clamoring
for a story by which to order their
lives.
The United States does not like
to call itself an empire. But it is.
Through military and economic
force, the United States extends
its narrative, politics and culture
throughout the globe for good
and for ill. The American story to
which I refer does not shape our
domestic life alone. It shapes the
world.
Myths, stories give our lives
meaning. They tell us who we
were, who we are and who we
will be. The myth of the American
imperium is deeply rooted in
falsehoods and forgetfulness, in
intentional historical amnesia
and obfuscation.
Liberty was not the founding
American impulse; genocide was.
The blessing of God did not secure
this nation’s prosperity. The forced
labor of my ancestors did. The
founders were not committed to
a republic or a democracy. They
were committed to a racialized
plutocracy led by propertied White
males. Everyone else was excluded
by law, custom and violence.

A sign came down on Saturday.
The Black Lives Matter banner
in front of Metropolitan African
Methodist Episcopal Church,
where I am privileged to serve
as pastor, was removed and
destroyed on Saturday evening.
I am deeply disturbed by this
incident (one of several incidents
targeting houses of worship),
but I am more disturbed by the
continued mythology of imperial
America. This mythology supports
those who commit violence against
human beings for political ends,
deny citizens their right to vote,
denigrate sacred spaces and
claim as their own whatever they
survey.
It mattered not that the land was
ours. It mattered not that the sign
was ours. The mythology that
motivated the perpetrators on
Saturday night was the underbelly
of the American narrative – that
White men can employ violence
to take what they want and do
what they want and call that
criminality justice, freedom and
liberty.
That is the history written into
this nation, into the bodies
of those brutalized by this
mythology, and carried forth in
this moment by human beings
who have been malformed by a
story of scarcity that precludes
their own flourishing and the
flourishing of others.
The world’s empires have all fallen
upon the ash heap of history.
Only ideologues believe that the
American empire will last forever.
The death rattle gets louder with
every frivolous lawsuit that seeks
to overturn the election, with

every conspiracy theory that gains
purchase, with every refusal to
protect the vulnerable from the
coronavirus unless corporations
are protected first. The political
imagination of this entire nation
is captive to a white-supremacist
myth. Only a new narrative can
change the way we order this
society.
This new narrative must question
everything if we are serious about
imagining a better world. The
media, academia and religious
institutions alike often behave as if
American capitalism was decreed
by the divine. The economic
infrastructure of this nation
generates inhumane inequality.
Religious fundamentalists believe
in individual sin while turning
a blind eye to the sinfulness of
an economic system that forces
working people to pay more
of their income in taxes while
refusing to pay them living wages,
that deprives them of health care
and humane retirements. And all
this happens while the rich grow
richer.
Those who ripped down our sign
— whether they are aware of it or
not — suffer from kleptocratic,
crony capitalism in the United
States. What they really want is a
new narrative and a new politics.
What we must do is the hard work
of creating this new narrative
– one that tells a true story of
humans thriving together and
sharing the abundance of the land
and their labor.
As a preacher, I view what
happened in the yard of our
church as a showdown between
the God of the universe, the God

of all people, the God incarnate in
Jesus Christ, and the god of white
supremacy.
One God is for all. The other god
is for some. One God has chosen
humanity. The other god has
chosen whiteness, imperialism
and human subjugation.
The men and women who founded
the African Methodist Episcopal
Church knew and were known by
the God of all people. Metropolitan
is rooted in this theological
vision that humankind is one
family. There have been outposts
of resistance to the god of white
supremacy from the beginning.
These institutions must lead the
way toward a new narrative. And
white-supremacist institutions
must assume the role of student,
not teacher.
The United States of America
must abandon this god, this story
and the violence that flows from
fidelity to the same.
A sign came down on Saturday.
Metropolitan will replace the sign.
Will the United States replace
the story that makes such acts of
desecration inevitable?1
Rev. Lamar IV, W.H. (2020,
December 15). My church will
replace our Black Lives Matter
sign. Will America replace its
racist myth? Washington Post.
1

Posted with permission from the
Washington Post. Paid for by the
Justice & Peace Ministry Team.
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SERVE

MLK Jr. Day Weekend
Service Opportunities

Honor Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s, legacy through
serving the local community. Partnering with Southgate
Community Center, Reston Association, Cornerstones and
The Closet, the Reston Community Center is offering service
opportunities on Saturday, January 16, and Monday, January
18. Service projects will be smaller this year because of the
pandemic, and volunteers must register through the Reston
Association. Service projects include making lunches for the
Embry Rucker Shelter and sorting items for The Closet.
In previous years, RCC hosted the Reston Community
Orchestra to celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. King
through music. This year, this concert will be virtual on
RCC’s YouTube Channel.
Learn more and register on RCC’s website.

"Everybody can be
great…because anybody
can serve.”
-Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
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A Winter’s Tale

F

BY SHEILA ALLEN
ollowing a recent
snowfall, we had ice
everywhere on the
Thursday late
afternoon when my
team and I needed to
take dinner to the
Hypothermia Shelter. We drove
there and saw that even the
sidewalk was covered with ice.
My reaction was a silent, “Oh,
God, help us. I’m so afraid of
falling.”
We saw a man coming out of
the locked main door carrying
bags of trash. The neighbor who
was riding with me got out and
called, “Could you help us? We
are delivering food for dinner
to the homeless people inside
and we’re not allowed to use this
door. But the side entrance is
blocked by ice.”
“Sure, just a minute,” he
replied. “I’ll get a cart.”
He returned with a cart, the
social worker who brought
the routine papers for me to
sign, and a young man who
grabbed the cooler with food,
transferred food to the cart, and
returned the cooler to my car.
Meanwhile, Wade Gilley
arrived and carried in Nan’s pan
of potatoes, and Barbara Schell
delivered salad. The paths to
the main entrance were safer
to walk on, and we finished our
delivery quickly and safely. I
was greatly relieved, and my
heart sang all evening.

December 2020: On behalf of the
Missions Ministry Team, Debbie
Aschenbach handed over a $500 check
to Jill Stewart, Principal of Lake
Anne Elementary School. Stewart
thanked UCP for the support over the
years, and especially in this year of
tremendous challenges for the school.
She hopes and prays (she is a woman
of faith) that next year we can work
together again in person.

10

11

Devotion: Celebrating Epiphany with Song During a Pandemic

BY CHERYL FIELDS

“If music be the food of love, play
on!”
So begins the first act of William
Shakespeare’s classic comedy
Twelfth Night. Back in The Bard’s
time, the first day of Epiphany
(the 12th night after Christmas)
was a Feast Day marking the
official end of the Yuletide season.
People celebrated by dressing
up in elaborate costumes—often
cross dressing—and attending
lavish parties abounding with
food, drink, music, dance,
laughter, games, and of course, live
performance. (Think Mardi Gras.)
Twelfth Night is a mashup of many
themes, but mostly it is about
the irresistible power of love and
the advantages of upturning the
normal social order. The Christ
story is about a different type of
love, but it too is about disrupting
social norms.
One of the reasons we
Christians celebrate Epiphany
is the traditional belief that the
three magi/wise men arrived in
Bethlehem on the 12th day after
Jesus’ birth to pay their respects
and recognize him as the Messiah.
That’s why the first day of Epiphany
(January 6) is also known as Three
Kings Day and/or Theophany (a
visible manifestation of God to
humankind). Oddly, the exact date
of the magi's visit is conspicuously
missing from Gospel accounts of
Jesus’ infancy. Still the tradition of
celebrating Christmas for 12 days
has endured for centuries. Indeed
the “Twelve Days of Christmas”
remains a favorite Christmas carol.
Though we don’t know exactly
when the magi came, we do know
it was quite extraordinary for three
astronomers of relatively high
social status to have traveled so
12

many miles to pay respect to the
stable-born babe of working-class
Jews. Talk about disrupting the
social order! We also know that the
magi were compelled to make the
trek by prophesy, curiosity, faith,
and no doubt, that same mysterious
force that drives the plot in Twelfth
Night: LOVE.
So, what does the Epiphany
mean for us today? And how can
we observe it at the dawn of this
21st year of the 21st century while
a pandemic continues to surge?
We can’t host parties. Neither can
we congregate at lively in-person
worship services. But we can wrap
ourselves in the music of this
season–glorious songs that declare
Christ the “Light of the World”
and celebrate God’s unwavering
love for us. And as we listen, we
can share these songs of love so
that others might experience their
transforming power.
Start to finish, Christ’s story is
about the radical power of love
and the imperative of using it
to overturn social, political and
economic norms to create a more
just, compassionate and loving
world. The Apostle Paul reiterates
this message in his first letter to the
Corinthians:
"If I speak in the tongues of men
and of angels, but have not love,
I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. And if I have prophetic
powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and
if I have all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. If I give away all I have,
and if I deliver up my body to be
burned, but have not love, I gain
nothing" (1 Corinthians 13: 1-3).
So UCP family, as we step
boldly into this new year, filled
with equal measures of promise
and uncertainty, let us surround
ourselves with songs of love–music
recounting the story of God’s love
for us, as manifested by the miracle
of a small child, one sent to walk

among us and save us by showing
us a better way to live through love.
In addition to an Epiphany prayer,
this month’s devotion offers a feast
of songs that celebrate the miracle
of Jesus. Hopefully, these songs
will inspire you to begin the new
year and this season of Epiphany
filled with Christmas hope and joy.
May they make you eager to spread
the Good News through your every
word and deed.
Epiphany Prayer:
God whose love reaches to the
highest heavens, how can we keep
silent?
God whose righteousness stands
like the tallest mountain, how can
we keep silent?
God whose justice is deeper than
any ocean, how can we keep silent?
God whose grace flows like a neverending river, how can we keep
silent?
How can we not proclaim your
majesty from generation to
generation?
How can we not raise the lamp of
your Salvation for all the world to
see?
God whose love reaches to the
highest heavens, we sing praises to
your mighty name! Amen.
Epiphany Playlist:

Angels from the Realms of Glory
Earth has Many a Noble City
Go Tell it On the Mountain
Hail to the Lord's Anointed
Light of the World
Little Drummer Boy
Mary Did You Know?
Oh, Holy Night
Sing We Now of Christmas
The First Noel (Brian McKnight)
The First Noel (Jean-Baptiste
Craipeau)
The Sabbath Song
The Celtic Blessing
The Wexford Carol
We Three Kings
What Child is This?
Worship the King
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BOARD REPORT

BY LAURIE CALLAHAN
LAY CO-MODERATOR, BOARD

Board member availability
Two board members will be
available to address questions/
concerns the second Sunday
of every month at 11:15 AM via
the Fellowship Zoom gathering.
On January 10, they will be
John Moore and Bob Pitulej. If
interested in talking with them,
a Zoom breakout room will be
provided; just let Pastor Beth
know at the end of fellowship
time/beginning of Sunday
classes. When your discussion
is finished, you will have the
option of joining one of the
Sunday classes.
Preschool update
After just a few days of outdoor
classes, the preschool returned
to being all virtual. The
COVID-19 positivity rate needs

to be below 8% for two weeks
before in-person classes can
resume. The preschool teachers
are developing more interactive
online programming.
Update on reopening
With COVID-19 rates spiking,
there is nothing new to report.
We have heard from the Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute
(OLLI) that they look forward to
returning in the fall.
Membership opportunities for
virtual participants
After checking with our
denominations, we learned
that we may make both full and
affiliate memberships available
to UCP participants who are
only able to join virtually.
Many thanks to Art Banks,
Steve Webb and Jim McConnell

of our Ecumenical Group for
making the inquiries! Art also
reviewed our Constitution
and Bylaws. We do need to
clarify the requirement for
full members to vote in person
at congregational meetings—
codifying that this can be
done in person or by being
present via Zoom. So at our
January 31 Church Conference,
there will be a vote to make
this clarification. We are
excited that inviting virtual
membership opens the door for
us to broaden our outreach.
Budget
The Finance Council is still
making final adjustments to the
proposed budget, and the board
will vote on the final budget in
January.

NEWS &

NOTES

Bi-District Training Day
On Saturday, January 16, the United
Methodist Bi-District holds its first
ever virtual Training Day. Bi-District
Training Day is a day-long event with a
variety of speakers and workshops for
church leaders and anyone intersted.
Cost: $30 for 24-hour access to all
sessions; $50 for access to all sessions
through June 16. Learn more and
register.

Weekly Emails
As a reminder, UCP's weekly email,
the Weekly Connection, is emailed
to you each week, on Thursdays. It
contains useful information such
as Zoom links, announcements and
schedule updates. There is a different
subject line each week.
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God, in your mercy,
hear our prayers

Sympathy to:
The family and friends of Joyce
Girard on her death on Dec. 23.
The family and friends of Ken
Leonard on his death.
Douglas Somervell on the death of
his mother.

We continue to pray for:

Donald Lowell
(Debbie Aschenbach’s father)

Omilara Badou

Joe McGregor
(Karen Young’s father)

Phillip Barbar
(Richard & Eloise Williams’ godson)

Jack Moore
Pam Olmes

Scarlet Bell
(Eloise Williams’ niece)

Mary Anne Oishi

Nancy and Jim Vollmer on the death
of Nancy's mother, Dorothy G.
Walker, on December 2.

Barbara Bonner

Rev. Melinda Reed

Diane Brady
(Lee Schmidt & Kathy SchauerSchmidt’s friend)

Janet Ruhan
(Sheila & Richard Allen’s daughter)

Submitted this month:

“De” Brown
(Diane Truman’s sister)

Amin’s wife & unborn baby
(Arlene Brown’s Rwandan son’s wife)

Eleanor Dickey

Kim Chavis
(The Closet worker)
Phyllis Davis
(Yvonne Kaufman's sister)
Eleanor Edwards
(Elizabeth Edward's mom)
Kathleen Elder
Renuka Mangatoo
Elsa Nygard
Carl Pelzner
John Richardson
(Patty Gehring’s cousin)
Dale & Barbara Rogers
(Friends of Rev. Melinda Reed)
Josh Schauer
(Kathy Schauer-Schmidt’s grandson)
Karen Skatoff
Beverly & Wallace Smith
Elvis Tamakloe
Will van Horn

14

(Richard & Eloise Williams’ cousin’s
spouse)

Ruth Dove, Fred & Mary Dove
(Debra Bailey’s colleague and Ruth’s
parents)
Joyce Duke
Keith & Pat Elder
(Kathleen Elder’s brothers)
Susan & Ben Erdman
Jeff Flood

Kathy Schauer-Schmidt
Cheryl Smith
(Jeff Smith’s wife)
Sarah Soliman
Mary Steinmann
(Rich Steinmann’s mother)
Nicole Tasby & son
(Sonja Vaughan’s goddaughter)
Patrick Waugh
(Debra Bailey’s brother)
Sara Webb
(Steve Webb’s daughter-in-law)

Lynn Franklin
(Laurie Callahan’s sister)
Norma Freeman
(Brenda Meyer’s mother)
Rev. LaVerne Gill
Nanna Gilley
Ken & Shonnie Johnson
Jamie Kauffman
(Yvonne Kauffman’s granddaughter)
Courtney Nyren and her mother,
Diane Kerns

SUBMIT A PRAYER REQUEST:
ucpreston.org/prayer

Conrad Kilinski & family
(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

REMOVE A PRAYER REQUEST:
heidi@ucpreston.org

Thank you for a
wonderful Advent
and Christmas,
UCP!
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United Christian Parish of Reston
United in ministry: Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Presbyterian
Church (USA), United Church of Christ and United Methodist Church

Ministerial Team & Pastors Emeriti

Board Members

Co-Pastor for Congregational Care & Development------------------Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation:--------------------Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate:------------------------------------Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Pastor Emerita:----------------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle

Ministerial Co-Moderator---------------------------Rev. Beth Williams

Staff
Administration:------------------------ Kate Hoing (Communications)
Heidi Kharbanda (Administrator, Membership Secretary)
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeper, Financial Secretary, Building Use
Coordinator)
Preschool Director:------------------------------------------ Amelia Clark
Director of Music Ministries:--------------------------- Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: --------------------------- Seraphim - Misha Tumanov
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman
Handbells - David Tiller
Total Praise Dance - Beth Hetzler & Cheryl Fields
UCPraise! Band - Jen Whitney
Child Care:------------------------------------Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer:------------------------------------------------------Gerry Havran

Ministerial Co-Chair of PMC---------------- Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Lay Co-Moderator---------------------------------------- Laurie Callahan
Lay Co-Chair of PMC----------------------------------- Leah Steinbronn
Lay Members---------------------------------- Bob Pitulej, Cheryl Fields
Anne Hochstrasser (HARC), Shelly Johnson, Claudia Stallings,
John Moore (Finance Council)
Clerk----------------------------------------------------------------- Judy Pew

Parish Ministry Council (PMC)
Ministerial Co-Chair--------------------------Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Lay Co-Chair--------------------------------------------- Leah Steinbronn
Faith Formation Ministry--------------------- Jane Plum & Jeff Smith
Missions Ministry-------------------- Annerieke Owen & Ray Whitney
Witness Ministry----------------------------------------------Debby Bailey
Worship Ministry--------------------------------------- Jerry Hebenstreit
Building & Grounds Team-----------------------------------Lee Schmidt
Fellowship Team-------------------------------------------Nancy Vollmer
Justice & Peace Ministry Team----------------- Larry & Kristy Pullen
Technology Team--------------------------------------------- Matt Aguirre

Other
Commonwealth Trustees--Steve Webb, John Melnick, Annette Reed

Congregational Care Ministry----------------------------- Menda Ahart
Ecumenical Advisory Group----------------------------------- Art Banks
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