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THE WORDS OF LENT MATTER
PASTOR MARCUS LEATHERS

W

CO-PASTOR

ords matter and words have
power. This year’s Lenten
theme, “Again & Again,”
is another reminder of the
importance of God’s words in
our lives. Our faith proclaims
that in the beginning was the Word and that Jesus
is the Word which became flesh. The Lenten
theme, developed by Rev. T. Denise Anderson,
Coordinator for Racial and Intercultural Justice
for the Presbyterian Mission Agency, invites a
reflective journey using artistic approaches to the
resources (seeds) of scripture, prayer, music, and
meditations to hopefully bear the spiritual fruits of
personal transformation.
Lent offers us the experience of powerfully
transformative deliverance from journeys that
have endured despair, revival that has overcome
severe depravity, and hope of the resurrection
that has not surrendered in the face of extreme
doubt and persecution. Lent offers us powerful
words of forgiveness, assurance, and atonement.
Lent is an intensely penitential time when we
examine ourselves, our values and our actions.
During Lent, we give ourselves to sincere moments
spent in contemplative devotion, to our postures
positioned in confessional meditation and to our
deeper dedication as people of faith whose work in
discipleship will become more promising. Through
our prayers during the season of Lent, we become
more keenly aware of God’s redeeming grace and
mercy that have been accomplished as Jesus’ selfgiving love and sacrifice.
In the solemn 40 days of Lent, the Church unites
herself each year to the mystery of Jesus in the
desert. The Apostles, the ascetics, and the early
leaders of the church established the season of
Lent for self-examination and penance in order to
strengthen the faith of Jesus’ followers and to unite
them each year to the mystery of Jesus’ temptation
and spiritual discipline in the desert. The Gospel
of Matthew speaks of Jesus spending 40 days in
the desert during a period of fasting, offering an
example for each of us to follow. In Romans 5:19,
Paul wrote about God’s gift of grace through Jesus
Christ—his ability to overcome sin and death: “Just

as through one transgression condemnation came
upon all, so, through one righteous act, acquittal
and life came to all.” The words of Paul about Jesus
are powerful. And, to the church, Paul’s words
have mattered.
Words have an important function within
the Arts because they have the power to convey
reality. Likewise, words within the holy texts have
the power to function in the roles of prophet and
priest. Acting as a mirror, the holy text invites
societies to look at themselves and to confess “this
is who we actually are.” Sacred texts fulfill their
priestly role—acting as a window, encouraging and
engaging societies to look beyond themselves to
see the possibilities of who they can become.
The last five years of my ministry have devoted
attentiveness to extensively inviting each of us to
look into the mirrors offered by the values within
our sacred text—to take an honest look at ourselves
and to confess, “this is who we are.” I am hopeful
that as I practice my own self-examinations and
devotions within the season of Lent that I can
return to the priestly texts of my calling and the
powerful words engaging and compelling us to
cast our sights towards the society that we can
become.
I already feel encouraged about the possibility of
our priestly functions within society by the words
spoken by Amanda Gorman during the recent
inauguration of the 46th President, Joseph Biden.
When I listened to Ms. Gorman present "The Hill
We Climb," on such an historic day that followed
such an historic challenge to American democracy,
I was filled with hope by her brave and brilliant
words—hope that as a society, we can take stock of
who we are, what we represent, and what we can
aspire to be in order to affect real change.
Again, the season of Lent arrives and we should
welcome it—being reminded again that there is
fragility and futility to be accepted, knowing that
we must do the work of confessional liturgies and
the sincere posturing of repentance, and waiting
upon the Holy Spirit’s gifts of God’s healing and
liberating words. Most of all, we understand
that through God’s words, our prayers and our
experiences of both pain and joy have the power to
transform.
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AGAIN & AGAIN:

A LENTEN REFRAIN

PASTOR BETH WILLIAMS, CO-PASTOR

WHAT IS AGAIN & AGAIN?
Our Lenten theme is “Again & Again,” which has as its central symbol
the ampersand. The ampersand was first used in graffiti in Pompeii—a
city buried in volcanic ash, and yet its story lives on. And so, the
ampersand in this Lenten Refrain came to emphasize God’s holy ‘and.’
When we become weary from the motion-blur chaos of our lives, God
promises that there is always more to the story; death does not have the
last word. Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, founder and creative director of A
Sanctified Art, the source of our Lenten materials explains:
“When we feel helpless and hopeless, ‘and’ encourages us to lift our weary eyes
to search for more. In a culture overrun by extremes, either/or thinking, and
polarizing politics, this holy ‘and’ reminds me that we are always more—that
there is always more. We are broken and beautiful. Joy and grief can coexist.
Historical, systemic oppression persists and God is guiding us closer to liberation
and wholeness. The future feels bleakly uncertain and we are granted sacred
moments that sustain us in the present. This Lent, let us practice the power of
‘and’—especially when ‘again?!’ feels like our never-ending cry of lament.”

HOW CAN I EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF "AND"?
As we await our turn for the vaccine, we will be journeying through
Lent together virtually, yet we will still have many opportunities to
repeat this Lenten refrain of “Again & Again” and to look at both sides
of the ampersand: the places where we are broken and the places
where we are beautiful, the cries of lament and the exclamations of
joy. Similar to Advent-in-a-Box, we are offering Lent-in-a-Bag to bring
the season into your homes. Sign up to receive a bag. (Bible Explorer
families will receive a bag without signing up).
We will be sharing daily devotions and a "Word of the Day." In addition,
several times a week, a member of the congregation will share their
thoughts on the word or devotion. So watch for Tuesday/Thursday
Thoughts and/or sign up to contribute one. We hope that sharing daily
content engages and inspires you and connects us.
February 17, Ash Wednesday, marks the beginning of Lent. The Ash
Wednesday service will be livestreamed at 7:30 PM on Facebook,
YouTube and on our website, just like our prerecorded services. “Drivethru ashes" will be available throughout the day.
Lent culminates with Holy Week and Prayer Stations. Holy Week
services will include a Palm Sunday parking lot service, a prerecorded
Maundy Thursday service of Communion, and our traditional joint
Good Friday service will be livestreamed. Stay tuned for more details
about our Holy Week services and, of course, Easter.
This Lent, let us practice the power of ‘and’. And especially when
‘again?!’ feels like a never-ending cry of lament, let us also remember
that again and again we are met by God, repeatedly forgiven, and
mercifully shown the way. Again and again, we give thanks for this
wonderful pattern of unearned grace. Amen.

Lent 2021
LENT-IN-A-BAG

Sign up to receive your Lent-In-A-Bag.
Bags include:
-Daily devotions
-“Word of the Day” prayer cards
-Weekly spiritual discipline resources
-Friendship soup mix
-Lenten pretzel recipe
-Ashes
-Palms
-One Great Hour of Sharing info
Pick up your Lent Bag Wednesday,
February 17, 9 AM-1 PM, or chose to
have it delivered to you.

DEVOTIONS & WORD OF
THE DAY

Engage each day of Lent through
prayer and reflection. Daily devotions
and the "Word of the Day" will be
posted on our website.

TUESDAY & THURSDAY
THOUGHTS

On Tuesdays and Thursdays, we
will post a video of inspiration and
reflection from a member of UCP.
Make sure to check those out on
Facebook and our website.

ONLINE BIBLE STUDY
WEDNESDAYS
10 AM, ZOOM

Join us for weekly Bible Study, reading
Entering the Passion of Jesus, by Amy
Jill Levine. Contact Pastor Beth to
have a copy mailed to you, pick up a
copy on Wednesdays from Room 107,
or check that you would like a copy
when you sign up for a Lent-in-a-Bag.

PRAYER STATIONS
HOLY WEEK

MARCH 28-APRIL 2

To ensure proper social distancing, you
may sign up for a time slot. A link to
sign up will be available in the upcoming
weeks.
Check our website ucpreston.org/lent
throughout the season for updates.

PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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Lent Worship Dates
FEBRUARY 17

MARCH 28

APRIL 1

APRIL 2

APRIL 4
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We celebrate AfricanAmerican life, history and
culture.
We honor the individuals
and groups who have
worked tirelessly toward
racial justice and give
thanks for AfricanAmerican leaders who
have inspired us.

"We are one people, one
family, the human family, and
what affects one of us affects
us all."
- John Lewis

PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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YOUR

VOICES

When the pandemic ends, what is something you will do differently than you
did pre-pandemic?
“It’s been fun talking with girls I knew in grade school and high school
and I hope to continue doing it.”

Menda Ahart

"I’ve been phoning my brother and sister each Sunday and will
continue to. I also will increase my donations."

Rob Gehring

"I plan to continue reading more history. I didn’t care for history when
I was required to read it in school but now I’m enjoying it."

Nan Gilley

"I joined two book clubs online and will continue reading more, and
also exercising more."

Sharon Greene

"We hope to be able to participate in the many things—like Smithsonian classes
and stage productions—that we do now if they continue to be offered online."

Chuck Gritton

"Using Zoom for some political and church meetings and nearly all
shopping."

Bob Haley

"I’ll continue having Zoom meetings with family and friends."

Diane Hallnor

“Making sourdough bread and working out on a treadmill."

Beth Hetzler

“I’ve begun to weed and thin accumulations of papers, books and household
stuff and, no matter how infrequent my triumphs, the project must continue."

Roxane Hughes

“Nothing. I’ve tried to keep my lifestyle normal now as it was before and
there is nothing I have done differently."

Bill Jackson

"I’ve called old friends from my high school and college days and I want
to keep doing that."

8
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Marty Jenkins

“In between helping my kids with online school I’ve gone back to some former
hobbies, especially crocheting and acrylic painting, that I will continue.”

Shelly Johnson

“I shall continue doing more work on the house and more washing hands.”

Lloyd Kinzer

“I’ve started listening to audio books while doing things like knitting
and I’ll continue that.”

JoAnne Norton

"I’ve become familiar with Zoom and FaceTime and will continue using
them in clubs and groups I’m involved in."

Barbara Pelzner

“I have Zoom meetings with my grandkids and I will keep doing that as
long as they are willing to participate."

Bob Reed

“I adopted a cat and named him Doxy—short for Doxology—and will
continue to enjoy him.

Kay Rodgers

“I expect to continue playing bridge online three days a week.”

Karen Stevens

“During this pandemic I have experienced a sense of gratitude for many
benefits and privileges that I enjoy and for all the people who make that
possible. I hope to keep and grow that sense of gratitude going forward."

BJ Thomas

"Continuing meetings by Zoom with the groups I’m active in—Rotary,
SEIU VA 512, and UCP."

Jim Vollmer

“I’ll keep on doing FaceTime with family members and friends instead
of phoning them."

Rosemary Welch

“I’ll continue doing more praying.”

Pamela Williams

Let's hear your voice! Next month's question:

"Who is a woman who inspired—or continues to inspire—you?"
Submit your answer to parishlife1@ucpreston.org by February 15.

PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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IT’S FINE. THIS IS FINE. EVERYTHING IS FINE.

R

DEVOTION BY SHELLY JOHNSON, BOARD MEMBER

ecently, a friend sent me the meme
above and asked “Why do I think
this is you?” Here we are; 2021 is
finally here. A new season of life full
of hope, promise and excitement.
We have a new administration in the
White House. A sense of peace and healing seems
to be hovering just above us, totally within reach.
COVID-19 vaccines are being distributed long
before we thought possible. The pandemic has
taught us so much. And, you guys, Bernie Sanders’
mittens are everywhere.
It’s 2021! Here’s my smile; everything is great. It’s
fine. This is fine. Everything is fine.
I went looking for the perfect scripture to
highlight the mood of 2021. The more I tried to
write about all the wonderful things ahead, the
more God reminded me that life is still hard.
Like, REALLY. HARD. I’m not fooling Him with
fake smiles and Baby Yoda memes.
The Bible doesn’t say to hide our worries from
God. We’re taught to bring those worries to Him.
Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares
about you.
1 PETER 5:7 (NLT)
We aren’t promised a life free from burden, but
we are told what to do with those burdens.
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Give your burdens to the Lord, and He will take care of
you.
PSALM 55:22 (NLT)
God doesn’t promise us an easy time. He promises
to be with us as we go through it.
When you go through deep waters, I will be with you.
When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not
drown.
ISAIAH 43:2 (NLT)
God wants our prayers, our troubles, our struggles.
He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not
despise their prayer.
PSALMS 102:17 (KJV)
We were never meant to be strong enough to do
this alone.
But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for
my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I
will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so
that Christ’s power may rest on me.
2 CORINTHIANS 12:9 (NIV)
If you’re feeling left behind by the excitement
of 2021, I get it. God gets it! You are not alone.
Everything is NOT fine. Recognize and honor your
struggles, then give them to God. He wants them!
The image above is a popular meme, originally part of a six
panel cartoon, by KC Green.

JANUARY 2021

BOARD REPORT
BY LAURIE CALLAHAN, LAY CO-MODERATOR, BOARD

Membership Clarifications
Removal from Active Membership
The Board clarified that UCP members can only be
removed from active membership at their request.
If a member moves from the area or has not
participated in worship or other church activities
for a year or more, UCP will reach out to that person
to find out their needs and wishes.
Membership for Virtual UCP Participants
As reported last month, UCP is excited to
invite to membership (full or affiliate) those
who only join us virtually. Upon reviewing our
constitution, the Board found that it already
allows for virtual votes (those present virtually at a
congregational meeting). However, at the January
31 Congregational Meeting, active members
were asked to clarify even further by adding the
parenthetical wording below in red:
CONSTITUTION ARTICLE V. SECTION A. ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
…A quorum of 10% of the active membership
is required to conduct business at the annual
meeting. Elections shall be by written ballot.
Active members present (in person or virtually)
shall be entitled to vote; no proxy votes shall be
accepted. Nominations from the floor by any
active member of the Parish will be accepted
following the presentation of the candidates by the
Lay Leadership Nominating Committee (LLNC).
Where possible, technology may be used to support
remote participation in the annual meeting (e.g.,
live web conferencing). In such instances, remote
participants will be counted as part of the quorum,
total participation rate and votes cast electronically
will be given the same weight and consideration as
those cast in person.
Tracking Attendance
The Board decided that attendance will be averaged
monthly, with the end-of-year average also
calculated. The Board can also request additional
reports to, for example, compare liturgical seasons.
Applying for a Second PPP Loan
With Board approval, UCP has applied to Sona Bank
for a second PPP loan in the amount of $94,265.

We expect our first PPP Loan of $78,100 to be fully
converted to a grant, with no repayment required.
Stewardship Campaign
We are extremely grateful to everyone who pledged
support of UCP, making it possible to reach our
pledge goal of $525,000 (and even exceed it a bit)!
The dollar value of pledges is the highest in over ten
years with both members and active non-members
helping to meet this goal. At a time when many
are suffering financial hardship, this is truly a
testament to the generosity and commitment of our
UCP family!
2021 Budget
The Board approved the $743K budget for 2021 put
forth by the Finance Council. Even with the success
of our stewardship campaign and additional
revenue sources, it’s clear that we will need to
use some of our reserves to make ends meet. The
financial effects of the pandemic are continuing to
impact us (affecting preschool, renters, etc.). If we
get a second PPP loan, that would offset some of the
need for reserve funds.
We have, in fact, been dipping into our reserves for
the past several years. Recognizing that we cannot
continue in this way, the Board is looking for new
ways to generate revenue and have a balanced
budget. And, we are asking for your help!
UCP will hold town halls via Zoom to discuss
possibilities for balancing the budget.
Choose a date to participate: Sunday, Feb. 21, at
11 AM (Zoom link), or Thursday, Feb. 25, at 7 PM
(Zoom link)
Some ideas to consider as we start the discussion:
-reevaluate rentals
-set up procedures for endowments and bequests
-look at new ways to get people involved
-broaden Congregational Care to strengthen
connections
-use social media more effectively
-have ministries work together, not as silos
-contact other churches to see what works for them
Working together, we can find new ways to
strengthen our finances and our UCP family!
PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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Living Your Faith:

JANUARY 3, 10 & 17
RECAP
LARRY PULLEN

T

he new year finds the first six
Living Your Faith/Adult Issues
classes addressing the meaning of
and problems related to Religious
Liberty and the Separation of
Church and State. Our first class,
in addition to providing an overall outline of
the series explored, the difficulty of reconciling
the free exercise of religion with the need to
protect public health during the pandemic. The
courts have addressed the right of religious
organizations to hold in person worship services
in light of other organizations being allowed
to meet in person. While the courts have not
yet dealt specifically with religious exemptions
to the coronavirus vaccines, historically there
have been religious exemptions to certain
vaccinations.
Our second class was led by Maggie Garrett
and Sabrina Dent of Americans United for
Separation of Church and State. The speakers
noted the centrality of the First Amendment
guarantee that “Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of religion
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof . .
.” One significant development highlighted
the challenge to the free exercise of religion
resulting from a Supreme Court case,
Employment Division v. Smith, wherein Oregon
was allowed to withhold unemployment benefits
to Native Americans fired for using peyote
in a religious ceremony. As a result of this
decision Congress passed the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act (RFRA) to reinvigorate the free
exercise clause. In addition to the federal RFRA,
states adopted their own similar laws but those
state acts often are used to challenge the rights
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of others, most notably members of the LGBT
community. Various religious groups have
expressed their concern about the misuse of
religion to harm others.
Among other issues raised in this second
class was the use of federal funds by religious
organizations for social services. Federal
money is frequently granted to religious
organizations, for example, for soup kitchens or
in emergencies. One area of contention is over
a religious organization (receiving government
funds) which places children in foster homes
refusing to place children in the homes of same
sex couples.
The third class, entitled “How We Got Here,"
was led by Amanda Tyler of the Baptist Joint
Committee for Religious Liberty. After reflecting
on the biblical source of religious liberty and its
advocacy, and a brief history of Baptist witness
for separation of church and state, discussion
turned to the Constitutional stance toward
religion. In addition to the First Amendment’s
provisions, Article VI states there shall be no
religious test for holding public office. Among
the concerns emphasized was the culturally
pervasive acceptance of a Christian Nationalism
which seeks to merge American and Christian
identities to the detriment of both church and
state. This has led to a movement of Christians
Against Christian Nationalism. We will look at
Christian Nationalism in more detail during the
February 7 class to be led by Dr. Bruce Douglass
of Georgetown University.
Elliot Wicks recaps the January 24 class on the
next page. The final class (February 14) will be
led by Pastor Beth Williams and will address the
question, "Where Do We Go From Here?"

Living Your Faith:

JANUARY 24 RECAP
ELLIOT WICKS

T

he topic for the January 24 meeting
of the Issues Class was "Is Religious
Freedom a Conservative or Liberal
Value?" Our presenter Rev. Jennifer
Hawks is associate counsel for
BJC, an organization devoted to
ensuring separation of church and state. Rev.
Hawks’ answer to the question is "Yes." She
argued that both liberals and conservatives have
generally supported passage of laws protecting
religious freedom, but they often disagree
about how those laws should be interpreted and
applied with respect to particular issues and
circumstances.
The contentious issues frequently are centered
on the question of "religious exemption," that
is, cases in which a group or individual may be
exempted from the usual application of a law
because of religious beliefs. Federal legislation
(the Religious Freedom Restoration Act)
specifies that laws that are generally applicable
shall not "substantially burden" a person's
exercise of religion unless there is a compelling
governmental interest to do so and the burden
is the least restrictive means of furthering the
government's interest. The original intention
was that the exemption protection should apply
to both the federal government and states, but
the Supreme Court ruled that this scope was too
broad, so that the law constrains only the federal
government. Subsequently, 21 states passed their
own legislation that similarly sought to provide
religious exemptions from certain governmental
requirements, and 10 others have provisions
in their state constitutions that have been
interpreted as having the same effect.
Many court cases have arisen that test the
extent to which these laws exempt individuals

and organizations from having to meet legal
requirements, especially with respect to
nondiscrimination. For example, recent cases
test whether a baker on religious grounds can
refuse to make a wedding cake for a gay couple
or whether a religious organization that receives
government money to place children into foster
care can refuse to place a child with a gay couple.
Further court cases are likely.
Rev. Hawks suggested a way to distinguish
situations where granting a religious exemption
is most appropriate and where it probably should
be less frequently available. It is easiest to make
a case for granting a religious exemption for
clergy and houses of worship. Next in line for
consideration might be religious nonprofits
such as schools and universities, hospitals, and
social service providers. It is probably hardest
to make a case for other entities without any
direct religious tie, such as for-profit businesses,
elected officials, government employees,
licensed professionals, etc.
Rev. Hawks concluded that it was in the
interests of both conservatives and liberals—and,
in fact, all citizens—to be supportive of efforts to
ensure religious freedom.

join us for

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
ONLINE
11:15 AM

PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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ANSWERING GOD’S CALL:
ENDING CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

ROB GEHRING
COLUMNIST

I

Thou Shall Not Kill
-EXODUS 20:30

n his State of the
State address January
13, Governor Ralph
Northam called on
the state legislature
to abolish the death
penalty in Virginia.
Virginia has a long history
with the death penalty. The
first execution in Virginia took
place in 1608, when Captain
George Kendall was executed
in Jamestown for spying. As
a colony and a state, Virginia
has executed more than 1,300
people, more than any other
state. Virginia has also executed
more women and the youngest
children of any state. Since the
death penalty was reaffirmed
by the U.S. Supreme Court in
1972, Virginia has executed 113
people, the last in 2017.
On the federal level, after a 17year hiatus in executions, the
Justice Department executed 11
people in 2020 and three more
in January 2021. They were a
severely mentally ill woman
with a history of unspeakable
trauma throughout her life,
a Black man convicted by an
all-White jury, and a man who
was involved in a murder but
did not kill anyone while the
actual murderer is serving a
life sentence. The two men had
tested positive for COVID-19. In
some cases the executions were
carried out over the objections
of victims’ families and in one

14
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case over the objection of the
Navajo Nation. Over the last
year, the federal government
has executed more people than
all the states combined.
All of our denominations
oppose the death penalty
(see box). In addition to
the theological basis for
abolishment of the death
penalty, there are other moral
and practical reasons for doing
so:
• The death penalty is rooted
in racism. A person’s race and
the race of the victim have a
strong impact on the sentence.
According to the Equal Justice
Initiative, a direct line can
be drawn from slavery to
lynching, right up to today’s
use of the death penalty.
More than 80% of American
lynchings between 1889 abd
1918 took place in the South,
the same region where 80%
of executions have occurred

since 1971. People of color are
more likely to be sentenced to
the death penalty, especially
if the victim is White. The
Death Penalty Information
Center states, “Earlier in the
twentieth century when it was
applied for the crime of rape,
89 percent of the executions
involved Black defendants,
most for the rape of a White
woman. In the modern era,
when executions have been
carried out exclusively for
murder, 75 percent of the
cases involve the murder of
White victims, even though
Blacks and Whites are about
equally likely to be victims of
murder.”
• It is financially
irresponsible. The death
penalty costs a significant
amount of money. Trials,
appeals, and retrials add up to
extreme price tags that take
money away from genuine

WHAT OUR DENOMINATIONS SAY
“The United Methodist Church strongly opposes capital punishment.”
“Capital punishment cannot be condoned by an interpretation of the Bible based upon
the revelation of God’s love in Jesus Christ...(It) is an expression of vengeance which
contradicts the justice of God on the cross.”
-Presbyterian Church (USA)
“The death penalty has no place in a civilized culture...For the Christian community,
applying the death penalty challenges the very heart of our faith.”
-Christian Church, Disciples of Christ
“The death penalty is an abuse of God’s grace and mercy entrusted to us.”
-Sarah Lund, Minister, United Church of Christ

170
1529
1 IN 9

restorative practices needed in
our criminal justice systems.
These funds could be used
for programs that promote
humane treatment and a
holistic approach to justice.
• It is notorious for killing
innocent people. Since
1973, 170 individuals have
been released from death
row across the nation after
evidence of their innocence
was finally considered.
Factors leading to wrongful
convictions include
inadequate defense, police
and prosecutorial misconduct,
perjured testimony and
mistaken eyewitness
testimony, tainted jailhouse
testimony, suppression of
mitigating evidence and
misinterpretation of evidence,
juries that exclude people
opposed to the death penalty,
and lack of or unreliable
eyewitness testimony.
As the Equal Justice Initiative
(a Montgomery, AL, nonprofit that provides legal

PEOPLE HAVE BEEN EXONERATED AND
RELEASED FROM DEATH ROW SINCE 1973
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN EXECUTED IN THE U.S.
SINCE 1973
FOR EVERY NINE PEOPLE EXECUTED,
ONE PERSON ON DEATH ROW HAS BEEN
EXONERATED

representation to people who
have been illegally convicted,
unfairly sentenced, or abused
in state jails and prisons)
succinctly states: “The death
penalty is America is a flawed,
expensive policy, defined
by bias and error. It targets
the most vulnerable people
in our society and corrupts
the integrity of our criminal
justice system. From police
officers to family members of
murder victims, Americans
are recognizing that the death
penalty does not make us
safer.”
What Can We Do?
•Write or Call
-your State Delegate and
Senator and tell them you
support Governor Northam’s
call to end the death penalty.
-your Senators and
Representative and tell them
you want them to support
legislation for ending the
death penalty for Federal
crimes.

Sources:
Pcusa.org; umc.org; ucc.org; and
disciples.org
Sarah Lund in Witness for Justice,
December 17, 2020
Martin Luther King III in "The
Washington Post," January 15,
2021
Equal Justice Initiative, EJI.org
Virginians for Alternatives to the
Death Penalty, VADP.org
Wikipedia (List of People Executed
in Virginia)
Amnesty International (USA),
Amnestyusa.org
Unbound, An Interactive Journal
on Christian Social Justice,
Justiceunbound.org
Death Penalty Information Center,
Deathpenaltyinfo.org
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MISSIONS

GIVING
DECEMBER
2020
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PARISH LIFE MISSIONS CORNER

MISSIONS CORNER:
DECEMBER DONATIONS
JOELLYN KINZER
I want to thank Annerieke Owen for her years of dedication to the Parish
Life as the writer of the Missions Corner. Annerieke, Missions Ministry
co-chair, has written informative articles that have inspired us all.
When she asked for someone new to write the monthly Missions Corner
articles, I volunteered. Please join me in this journey.
I therefore urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercies, to offer your bodies as
living sacrifices that are holy and pleasing to God, for this is the reasonable
way for you to worship.
-ROMANS 12:1
This report covers December 2020 donations by the Missions Ministry.
LOCAL & NATIONAL GIVING= $2,120
$1,000-->Feeding America
$1,120-->Health Wagon Appalachia
Feeding America, a nationwide network of 200 food banks and 60,000
food pantries, provides food and services to people facing hunger.
For every dollar given, the Feeding America network of food banks
provided at least 10 meals to those in need this past holiday season.
( feedingamerica.org)
The mission of Health Wagon Appalachia is to provide compassionate,
quality health care to the medically underserved people in the
mountains of Appalachia. The Health Wagon’s values are inclusiveness,
community outreach, collaboration, spirituality and empowerment. The
average rural Appalachian patient is 46 years old. Sixty-five percent are
uninsured; the remainder are underinsured. While working multiple
jobs, 70% have an income of less than $20,000. They can’t afford to go to
the doctor and can’t afford not to. The mobility of health clinic wagons
fills the gap serving individuals and families with free, integrated health
care that is culturally sensitive. (thehealthwagon.org)
INTERNATIONAL GIVING= $3,178
$2,000-->World Central Kitchen (WCK)
$1,178-->House of Hope Haiti
WCK has helped devastated communities recover and established
resilient food systems. Since its 2010 founding, WCK has served over 18
million meals to those impacted by natural disasters and other crises
throughout the world. WCK has also responded to the COVID-19-related
needs in the U.S. WCK’s Restaurants for the People program attempts to
relieve the dual hunger and economic crises by paying local restaurants
to prepare fresh meals for neighbors in need. WCK has partnered with
more than 2,000 restaurants to deliver over 12 million meals. (wck.org)
House of Hope Haiti is a non-profit organization focusing on orphan
care while creating sustainable projects to empower lives and
promote community development. House of Hope is answering God’s
call to reach out to the poorest and most helpless of God’s children.
(houseofhopehaiti.com)

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
UPDATES
LAKE ANNE ELEMENTARY
• We continue to connect with
the principal to offer help.
THE CLOSET
• No longer accepting donations
on Thursdays
• Gene Wiley, the Closet’s
Board’s president, on Dec. 16
announced that the Closet
received a $100,000 grant from
Rebuild VA, bringing the total
of such grants to the Closet to
$215,000, enabling it to retain a
healthy operation.
HARVEST OFFERING
• Total=$4,051.99; given to South
Lakes Pantry & Centreville
Labor Resource Center
HYPOTHERMIA SHELTER
• Dinner preparation has
been reduced to every other
Thursday.
ARISE (GEORGE MASON
UNIVERSITY)
• We'll support ARISE with a
donation of $300 each month to
be paid quarterly.

DONATION COLLECTIONS
FOR CORNERSTONES
FOOD
Drop-off donations at UCP on
Wednesdays, from 9 am-1 PM &
the first Saturday of the month.
Needed items: coffee, tea, flour,
peanut butter, and oatmeal.
WINTER CLOTHING
Looking to donate winter
clothing items? Contact Nate
King, Cornerstones Donations
and Drives Coordinator, or call
Cornerstones: 571-323-9555.

Email the Missions Ministry any program ideas to consider for UCP support.
PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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WHERE THE MISSIONS
MONEY GOES

ANNERIEKE OWEN
MISSONS MINISTRY CO-CHAIR

Members of UCP’s Missions Ministry are called to
address the needs of God's most vulnerable people. We
are guided by the words of Matthew 25:40: “Truly I tell
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it to me.”
The goals of the Missions Ministry are to focus
efforts on reducing hunger, providing clean water,
sheltering the homeless, providing clothing,
supporting health and medical needs, supporting
education and learning programs for children and
youth, facilitating employment for low-income people
and responding to requests in crisis situations.
Wherever possible, the Ministry works to create
hands-on mission opportunities and to encourage
participation by the congregation.
The Ministry is financially supported by UCP's longstanding policy of allocating 10% of annual pledge
income to missions. The Board set the 2020 Missions
budget at $48,925. With this generous amount, we
supported the neediest across the focus areas noted
above.
Sixty percent of budgeted expenses are donated to
local/national organizations, 30% to international
ones, and 10% is for discretionary or emergency
expenses. These apportionments have been used for
many years. We plan to conduct a congregational
survey soon to determine if these figures still align
with the preferences of UCP members.
The table does not include designated giving
(contributions made with the stipulation the
donations are used for a specified purpose). This
special designated giving adds substantially to
Missions contributions, where the total presents
a truly impressive picture of the generosity of our
congregation. A table of designated giving and total
giving will be in the March Parish Life.
We are grateful for your generosity and appreciate
that our work could not be done without a supportive
and loving congregation. We also want to recognize
the countless number of hours that members have
served in some of these organizations. They are
instruments of God’s blessing to others and share
God’s love in our community, nation and world.
Questions about Missions' programs or spending?
Contact Annerieke Owen. Missions Ministry meetings,
held monthly, are open to all. We welcome your
participation in this exciting ministry of giving.
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2020 MISSIONS MINISTRY
BUDGET EXPENSES
(10% OF PLEDGE INCOME)

Local & National
Cornerstones
Herndon-Reston FISH
Lake Anne Social Services
Centreville Labor Resource Center
Just Neighbors
ARISE Campus Minsitry
South Lakes Food Pantry
Youth Mission to Puerto Rico
Reosti-Scholarship
Grace Inside
Preschool Scholarship
Navajo Nation Relief
Southern Poverty Law Center
NAACP Legal Defense Fund
Congregation Action Network
Hurricane Laura & Wildfire Relief
(four denominations)
Feeding America
Health Wagon (Appalachia)
TOTAL LOCAL & NATIONAL
International
Congo Initiative
Southern Asia
House of Hope Haiti
Doctors Without Borders
Hope Made Real
Living Waters for the World
UMCOR-Rohingya Relief
UMCOR-"Sheltering in Love" COVID
Relief
UMCOR-Hurricane Relief
Presbyterian Relief-Yemen
World Kitchen
TOTAL INTERNATIONAL
Discretionary
Emergency & Other
TOTAL DISCRETIONARY
TOTAL MISSION GIVING

2,000
3,000
500
2,000
1,000
3,600
500
2,500
1,000
1,000
2,000
1,000
500
600
2,000
4,035
1,000
1,120
$ 29,355

1,000
1,000
2,678
1,000
1,000
2,000
1,000
1,000
1,000
1,000
2,000
$ 14,678

4,892
$ 4,892
$ 48,925

PRAYER LIST
Sympathy to:
Arlene Brown on the death of her
sister-in-law, Margaret Brown, on
January 3
Sympathy to Susan Erdman
and family on the death of
Ben Erdman on January 23. A
memorial service will be held at
UCP on a later date.
Sympathy to Shonnie Johnson
and family on the death of
Ken Johnson on January 27. A
memorial service will be held at
UCP on a later date.
Yvonne Kauffman on the death
of her sister, Phyllis Davis, on
January 9
The family of Ed Murphy
(submitted by Al Stevens)
Louis Rudisell
(Tammi Leathers’ cousin)

Submitted this month:
Raeven Coleman
(Tammi Leathers’ niece)
Amanda Dance
(Tammi Leathers’ friend)

Scarlet Bell
(Eloise Williams’ niece)
Barbara Bonner
Diane Brady
(Lee Schmidt & Kathy SchauerSchmidt’s friend)
"De” Brown
(Diane Truman’s sister)
Phyllis Davis
(Yvonne Kaufman's sister)
Eleanor Dickey
Ruth Dove, Fred & Mary Dove
(Debra Bailey’s colleague and Ruth’s
parents)
Joyce Duke
Eleanor Edwards
(Elizabeth Edwards' mom)

Pam Olmes
Mary Anne Oishi
Carl Pelzner
Rev. Melinda Reed
John Richardson
(Patty Gehring’s cousin)
Dale & Barbara Rogers
(Friends of Rev. Melinda Reed)
Janet Ruhan
(Sheila & Richard Allen’s daughter)
Josh Schauer
(Kathy Schauer-Schmidt’s grandson)
Kathy Schauer-Schmidt
Beverly & Wallace Smith
Karen Skatoff

Kathleen Elder

Sarah Soliman

Keith & Pat Elder
(Kathleen Elder’s brothers)

Mary Steinmann
(Rich Steinmann’s mother)

Jeff Flood

Nicole Tasby & son
(Sonja Vaughan’s goddaughter)

Lynn Franklin
(Laurie Callahan’s sister)
Rev. LaVerne Gill
Nanna Gilley

Norma Freeman
(Brenda Meyer’s mother)

Jamie Kauffman
(Yvonne Kauffman’s granddaughter)

Dennis Lund

Conrad Kilinski & family
(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

Continued prayers for:

Donald Lowell
(Debbie Aschenbach’s father)

Amin’s wife & unborn baby
(Arlene Brown’s Rwandan son’s wife)

Joe McGregor
(Karen Young’s father)

Omilara Badou

Jack Moore

Phillip Barbar
(Richard & Eloise Williams’ godson)

Elsa Nygard

Will van Horn

(Richard & Eloise Williams’ cousin’s
spouse)

Patrick Waugh
(Debra Bailey’s brother)
Sara Webb
(Steve Webb’s daughter-in-law)

SUBMIT A PRAYER REQUEST:
ucpreston.org/prayer
REMOVE A PRAYER REQUEST:
heidi@ucpreston.org
PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
EVENTS

VIRTUAL VALENTINE'S DAY
PARTY
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 7 PM
To celebrate Valentine's Day,
we'll be hosting a party virtualkitchen style. We will send you
the recipes ahead of time so that
you can gather all the ingredients,
then we'll make yummy desserts
together! If you don't like cooking,
but you still want to join the fun,
feel free to join in! Contact Debbie
Aschenbach if you plan to attend
so you can get the Zoom link and
recipes.
Anyone is welcome to submit
a video cooking their favorite
dessert to be played during the
party. Submit videos by February
6 and email your recipe to Debbie.

WOMEN IN THE SPIRIT (WITS)
BOOK CLUB
Love to read? You're not alone.
Join the WITS monthly book
club for discussion on the latest
book we are reading and to build
friendships. WITS meets on Zoom
on the fourth Thursday of the
month. Book list:
February 25: The Nickel Boys, by
Colson Whitehead
March 25: When They Call You
a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter
Memoir, by Patrisse Khan-Cullors
and Asha Bandele
April 22: In the Midst of Winter, by
Isabel Allende
May 27: Dutch House, by Ann
Patchett
June 24: The Library, by Susan
Orleans
July 22: Lab Girl, by Hope Jahren
August 26: Where the Crawdads
Sing, by Delia Owens

NOTES

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS):
JULY 5-9
Save the date for this year's
Vacation Bible School for children
ages 4-rising 6th graders. Focusing
on biblical literacy with fresh
and high energy music, skit, craft
and experiments, children learn
how things are possible through
Jesus. We expect to offer an inperson VBS and are monitoring
CDC recommendations. We are
also brainstroming ways to offer
a hybrid in-person and virtual
program. Stay tuned for details!
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JOIN OUR FACEBOOK GROUP
Have you heard about our new
Facebook Group? The UCP
Community
Facebook group
is a private
group for UCP
members and
attendees only.
Our hope is that this Facebook
group provides a forum where
members of the UCP family can
connect, pray for one another,
engage and share fun things
together. Request access using this
link.

ASH

WEDNESDAY

FEBRUARY 17
Ash Wednesday marks the
beginning of the Christian
season of Lent. Join us on this
day of reflection as we get
ourselves ready for the 40-day
journey of walking with Jesus
towards the cross.

9 AM-7 PM

DRIVE-THRU ASHES

7:30 PM

LIVESTREAM SERVICE

VIRTUAL MEET & GREET
Take the next step in your faith
journey

Life at UCP goes beyond our
Sunday worship. It’s about
ministering to our families, our
communities, and each other.
There’s so much happening here
and we want to make it easy for
you to connect and find out all
our church has for you. So, on
the fourth Sunday of each month,
we are hosting a virtual Meet &
Greet over Zoom at 9 AM. This
will be a casual environment and
there is no pre-registration.
NEXT MEET & GREET:
FEBRUARY 28

PHOTO RECAP

PASTOR MARCUS RECEIVES BRIDGE BUILDERS AWARD

BRIDGE BUILDERS AWARD

BAPTISM OF JESUS WORSHIP

"WE SHALL OVERCOME"

EPIPHANY PARKING LOT PARTY

JAN. 31 GUEST PREACHER REV. DR. SARAH CALVERT,
UMC DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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United Christian Parish of Reston
United in ministry: Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Presbyterian
Church (USA), United Church of Christ and United Methodist Church

Ministerial Team & Pastor Emerita

Board Members

Co-Pastor for Congregational Care & Development------------------Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation:--------------------Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate:------------------------------------Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Pastor Emerita:----------------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle

Ministerial Co-Moderator---------------------------Rev. Beth Williams

Staff
Administration:------------------------ Kate Hoing (Communications)
Heidi Kharbanda (Administrator, Membership Secretary)
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeper, Financial Secretary, Building Use
Coordinator)
Preschool Director:------------------------------------------ Amelia Clark
Director of Music Ministries:--------------------------- Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: --------------------------- Seraphim - Misha Tumanov
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman
Handbells - David Tiller
Total Praise Dance - Beth Hetzler & Cheryl Fields
UCPraise! Band - Jen Whitney
Child Care:------------------------------------Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer:------------------------------------------------------Gerry Havran

Ministerial Co-Chair of PMC---------------- Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Lay Co-Moderator---------------------------------------- Laurie Callahan
Lay Co-Chair of PMC----------------------------------- Leah Steinbronn
Lay Members---------------------------------- Bob Pitulej, Cheryl Fields
Anne Hochstrasser (HARC), Shelly Johnson, Claudia Stallings,
John Moore (Finance Council)
Clerk----------------------------------------------------------------- Judy Pew

Parish Ministry Council (PMC)
Ministerial Co-Chair--------------------------Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Lay Co-Chair--------------------------------------------- Leah Steinbronn
Faith Formation Ministry--------------------- Jane Plum & Jeff Smith
Missions Ministry-------------------- Annerieke Owen & Ray Whitney
Witness Ministry----------------------------------------------Debby Bailey
Worship Ministry--------------------------------------- Jerry Hebenstreit
Building & Grounds Team--------------------------Richard Steinmann
Fellowship Team-------------------------------------------Nancy Vollmer
Justice & Peace Ministry Team----------------- Larry & Kristy Pullen
Technology Team--------------------------------------------- Matt Aguirre

Other
Commonwealth Trustees--Steve Webb, John Melnick, Annette Reed

Congregational Care Ministry----------------------------- Menda Ahart
Ecumenical Advisory Group----------------------------------- Art Banks

A monthly publication of the
United Christian Parish.

Contact
11508 North Shore Drive
Reston, VA, 20190
ucpreston@ucpreston.org | 703-620-3065
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