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By Pastor Marcus
On Easter Sunday, our theme is remembrance.
One of the most important and meaningful
components of Christian worship is the
invitation to remember the story of God’s
salvation and the glorious revelation that this
story includes everyone.
During Lent, we focused upon the theme Again
& Again, to remember the importance of God’s
words and acts of forgiveness in our lives. At
Easter, we give our attention to the resurrection
story in Luke 24:1-12, where remembrance plays
an important role in the resurrection story. In
this narrative, the women who travelled to the
tomb remembered how to return to the place
where Jesus was lain and discovered that Jesus
wasn’t there! Uttering the word “remember,”
the angel reminded the followers that the place
where Jesus promised to be found wasn’t a grave.
To “remember” is defined as bringing to one's
mind an awareness of someone or something that
one has seen, known, or experienced in the past.
On Easter Sunday, this is the intent of each
component of the worship experience—to bring
an awareness of the promise of the Easter story—
beginning with a narration that celebrates the
memory that God imparts to “Mother Nature”
and includes music by most of UCP’s music
department, two liturgical dance performances
by Total Praise, Children’s Time, the sermon,
and communion.
In experiencing the components of worship,
we are free to ponder, acknowledge and
celebrate the mysteries of God’s eternal
presence that flows through our acts, the
presentations of scripture, prayer, music, dance,
study of the Word, and celebrations of God’s
covenant through the communion feast. In
his dissertation, The Art of Salvation Is but The
Art of Memory, Rev. Dr. Laurence Hull Stookey
wrote that God acts because of and in consistency
with God’s purpose; and God’s purpose unifies time.
Another favorite theologian of mine is Rev. Dr.
Samuel Proctor, who often said, “Eternity flows
in the midst of time.” In Christian worship,
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even the benediction serves as an opportunity
to remember that our worship is enfolded
within the great history of a surrounding cloud
of witnesses. As we enter worship, God invites us
into covenant relationship, and as we depart,
there is an invitation to accept responsibility for
inviting others to come and join us in the feast!
Again & again, the newness of life surrounding
Easter offers the opportunity to begin our
journey in faith. Rev. Sarah Are, one of the
contributing authors for our Lenten theme,
offers her poem, The Wilderness is a Place of
Beginnings:
“Begin again,” life whispered in my ear; For some
days are beginning days.
Some days are designed to be the day we try again,
And on those days—the sun rises for you.
On those days, the birds sing for you.
On those days, God is cheering for you.
That’s just the way God and beginnings work.
For when your heart is broken and your life is in
pieces,
Or when the addiction or the depression have found
their way back into your bones, Or when you lose
sight of the person that you were called to be,
The wilderness will sing to you, “Begin again.”
“Begin again” with the person you want to be.
“Begin again” with the person you want to love.
“Begin again” with the knowledge of your faith.
“Begin again.”
The sun is rising for you.

MAUNDY THURSDAY ONLINE SERVICE OF COMMUNION, APRIL 1, 7:30 PM
AGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE HELD TOGETHER
Even in the midst of betrayal, Jesus helps us to remember that God holds all of our pain,
vulnerability, doubts and sufferings. As we venture toward the cross, we can lean into God’s
everlasting arms, knowing we are held. Jesus knows that being in communion with Him and with
one another is what will hold us together; and so this night as we celebrate the gift of communion, let
us remember, again and again, we are held together, even in our deepest grief and greatest danger.
Worship online on our website, Facebook or Youtube.
GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP, APRIL 2, 12 PM (WITH WASHINGTON PLAZA BAPTIST CHURCH)
AGAIN & AGAIN, WE FIND OURSELVES HERE
Again and again, we find ourselves at the foot of the cross, at the pit of despair, in the face of death,
in the grip of state-sanctioned violence. On Good Friday, we are called to sit in the silence of death,
knowing that God is here and to ask ourselves, “Where do we find ourselves in this story? What are
we grieving?"
The Good Friday Service takes place on the Labyrinth. If you signed up to attend on-site, make sure
to bring a chair and mask. You can also come to the UCP parking lot and tune your radio to 107.1 FM
to hear the service, or worship online on our website, Facebook or Youtube.
HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 3: CHILDREN’S EASTER EGG HUNT, 11 AM & 2 PM
Our fun and safe egg hunts include prizes and fun for kids of all ages! Registration is required. When
you register, you can pick which egg hunt you will attend (11 AM or 2 PM). Wear a mask and bring a
basket and an umbrella if it rains, because we will be outdoors, rain or shine. Sign up today!
HOLY WEEK PRAYER STATIONS, TODAY-APRIL 3
Spend time in prayer and meditation through self-guided stations. Participate in prayer stations onsite, or online. If participating on-site, register online so we can ensure safe physical distancing. The
online prayer stations are available on our website.
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THE BEGINNING OF HOLY WEEK

From Reston to Rwanda, from inside homes, to outdoor parades to inside sanctuaries, Christians
celebrated Jesus' entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.

Pastor Yves and citizens of Rwanda, walking to worship on Palm Sunday at Urukundo,
where founder "Mama" Arlene Brown lives. Arlene meets with UCP online on Sundays. If
you also participate from a distance, let us know at parishlife1@ucpreston.org.

Pastor Beth waves palms in the Sanctuary
during Palm Sunday worship.

Palm Sunday Children's Pageant.
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ALISON RIVARD

Her first grandchild brought Alison to Reston from Connecticut
last summer, and UCP’s online presence brought her to us!
“When I learned I was going to be a grandmother, I decided to
move closer to my daughter. I was a member of a Congregational
UCC Church in Westport, CT, and when I moved here, I watched
three UCC churches virtually and UCP was most impressive—
much livelier and more interesting sermons! And closer to my
new home.”
Alison graduated from Mount Holyoke College and earned a
law degree at the University of California at Berkeley. After
working for a law firm in New York City and for a national nonprofit foundation, she returned to graduate school at Columbia
University for a social work degree. Her other two children live in
Boise, Idaho and San Francisco, California.
Now retired, Alison is enjoying learning about the area—“Zoom
works really well for that!"—and looks forward to meeting the
UCP members she now sees online.
380 Heritage Oak Way, Reston, VA 20194
alisonrivard5@gmail.com

703 435-4791

WILLIAMS FAMILY

It was a desire to have daughter Mackenzie christened that caused
Spencer and Becca to look for churches online. They had moved
to the D.C. area in 2017, from Chicago, where they had met and
where Spencer had belonged to a UCC church. They married in
2018, at a Catholic Church in Philadelphia, as Becca was brought
up Roman Catholic, but she says she was ready for change.
“We were looking for something more ‘current’ to raise our
daughter in, and we went online and found UCP and liked it. The
pandemic threw off our plans for her baptism a bit, but that will
take place soon.”
Becca is now the Assistant Head of School at a Montessori School
in Ashburn and Spencer is an IT Consultant. She is glad that her
school has been able to stay open during the past year.
“Everyone stayed very healthy, it was a great sense of normalcy.”
The Williams like to be active—Becca is a former yoga teacher
and both were college athletes—and especially love to be outside.
They are looking forward to being able to do more outdoor
activities, such as hiking, as they introduce Mackenzie to the
many parks in Loudoun County where they now reside.
184 Connery Terrace SW, Leesburg, VA 20175
sdwilliams847@gmail.com
rebecca.a.foley@gmail.com

610-721-0887
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OUR
EARTH,
OUR
HOME
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EARTH DAY IS APRIL 22
CELEBRATE IN WORSHIP ON APRIL 25

REUSABLE PRODUCE BAGS,
ANOTHER STEP FOR EARTH CARE
By Beth Hetzler

God holds the scorpion in God’s hand.
God shelters the weak and the small.
God is in the wind, the trees, the land,
God is the source of all life.

Like many, I celebrated
the reductions in carbon
emissions this past year from
the reduction
in cars on
the road—a
small silver
lining. But as
restrictions
ease and
traffic ramps
up, April is
a good time
to reflect on
what changes we can make to
improve our Earth Care. Many
grocery stores once again
allow reusable shopping bags,
although you may need to bag
your own groceries. Yet what

Blessed is the name of God.

Meadowlark Gardens, by Jerry Hebenstreit

MY PSALM

by Rev. Dr. Kay Rodgers

14

Praise to the God of the great
outdoors,
Whose strength through rolling rivers
flow,
Whose voice is heard in the rustling
leaves.

17
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Blessed is the name of God.

20
21

about all those plastic produce
bags? Have you struggled to
open them up, given a mask and
reluctance to lick
your fingers? One
solution is reusable
produce bags,
available from
several online
sites. Mine are
Earthwise. They
are light and seethrough and have
shown their worth
over the past few months. If you
like to compare alternatives,
check out sites that review the
options, like treehugger.com.
Whichever you choose, think of
all that plastic you are reducing!

Praise to the God of the blasting sun
Igniting the desert-hot wind; then,
You touch me with Your stinging rain,
You shout Your thunder around me,
While whispering in the grass.

22
23

Blessed is the name of God.
You illuminate darkness with bolts of
light
And shade my path with clouds.
I drink deeply the cool water
From the spring of Your care
Succoring me on my journey.

Lake Anne, by John Melnick

Blessed is the name of God.
Praise to the Lord of the great
outdoors
Who everywhere surrounds me.
I re-create myself in You.
Praise to the living God.

PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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Your VOICES

WHERE IN NATURE HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED GOD'S PRESENCE?
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“I love God’s creation! I Iove contemplating the stars and moon, listening
to raindrops and birds singing, and stopping to admire flowers.”

Rachel Amaya

“A sunny day always makes me joyful, peaceful and hopeful. Staring at the
sun while enjoying the wind brings me back to my true inner self and to God.”

Bissi Badou

“On a clear night, as a child on our farm in Indiana, I always saw the bright
Milky Way against the dark sky. In recent years I have experienced closeness to
God as I’ve looked skyward in the Green Mountains of Vermont. I now find the
brilliant Milky Way more awe-inspiring than before.”

Art Banks

“In the fall, when driving through the Pennsylvania mountains, the hues of
orange, gold and red and so many shades of each tell me that only God can
paint such a picture.”

Arlene Brown

“I experience God in many forms of nature from blades of grass, with their different
sizes, shapes and patterns of growth, sometimes enhanced by patches of clover
leaves, to watching the sun rise over the river and set over the bay on the same day.”

Joan Denchfield

“I experience God when walking on the beach when a full moon is going
down and the bright sun is coming up and they both are bouncing light off
the ocean waves. A magnificent Holy Moment!”

Rev. Elethia

“Every time I am by the ocean I feel the magnificence of God.”

Gail Flood

“When the flowers start blooming in the spring, and the trees open their
leaves, and the beautiful green grass reappears. It is God’s handiwork!”

Patty Gehring

“As I was taking back roads driving home alone after a difficult appointment,
late on a clear fall day, a golden glow filled the sky and I felt a comforting
presence riding with me.”

Rob Gehring

“In the area where we live we especially feel God's presence in nature as we
enjoy experiencing the change of seasons.”

Nan & Wade Gilley

“God, the Winter Artist, shows me the foundations of beautiful treasures to
come. All life regenerates in the muted tones and sparse patterns and waits to
bloom forth with the coming sun.” (see photo on page 9)

Jerry Hebenstreit
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“I experience God in nature on a daily basis. However, I feel especially close
to God when I am on a mountaintop and gazing out on the horizon.”

Marty Jenkins

“A strong image for me of God’s grandeur and beauty is the view of a valley
below that rewards me as I hike through mountains.”

Kathy Kelley

“Waking up early and watching a spectacular sunrise over Lake Anne and
thinking God is celebrating the new day to come.” (see photo on page 9)

John Melnick

“I experience God in nature almost every day on my walks, watching a
colorful sunset over the lake, seeing nature 'wake up' after winter. Nature for
me is like church; it lifts me up and feeds my spirit.”

Annerieke Owen

“From one year to the next, I love seeing the changes in nature. Seeds from
perennials have skipped across our yard and are now about to perform in a
new location. It is God’s work at hand.”

Barbara Pelzner

“'You are nearer to God in a garden than anyplace else on earth' is a saying
that I feel. A garden to me represents peace.”

Ken Plum

“Growing tomatoes in my garden and witnessing the bees pollinating their
blossoms and walking on a beautiful beach watching the waves roll in are
two ways I see God’s gifts in nature.”

Sylvia Robinson

“My most spectacular experience of God in nature occurred on a bike ride
home from the Library of Congress in a raging thunderstorm. I felt exuberant
and safe. I wrote a Psalm as a result.” (see Psalm on page 9)

Rev. Dr. Kay Rogers

“I especially see God in sunsets. After living for 35 years in Reston’s woods,
barely able to see up through the trees, I love being in a third-floor apartment
facing west and seeing the glorious colors of the evening skies.”

Marilyn Silvey

“I saw God in nature in Angel Fire, NM, a small village high in the
mountains where I felt like I could touch the hand of God. The clouds are
so close to the earth that I felt like I could reach up and pull the fluffy white
mist down to my heart and be enveloped by the lightness of being.”

Sonja Vaughan

Let's hear your voice! Next month's question:

What is something positive that you have learned during the pandemic?
Submit your answer to parishlife1@ucpreston.org by April 15.

PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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Adult Ed:
What's Upcoming
By Pastor Beth

Bible Study, Wednesdays, 10 AM, Zoom
We will be beginning a new study led by our
very own Rev. Dr. Kay Rodgers. We will be
exploring Sarah Ruden’s Paul Among the People:
The Apostle Reinterpreted and Reimagined in His
Own Time. Books ($10) will be available to pick up
on Wednesdays, 9 AM-1 PM, in Room 107, where
you drop off food donations. Pay for books online
(select "Bible Study Book" in drop-down menu) or
by check (payable to UCP with "Bible Study book"
in memo line).

LIVING
YOUR
FAITH
Living Your Faith: A Month of Earth Care,
Sundays, 11:15 AM-12:30 PM, Zoom
This month and flowing into May, we will be
focusing on the environment and our role as
stewards of the earth, not just as individuals,

12

PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG

but as members of a community, a nation, and
a world. The series begins with looking at the
biblical imperative and understanding why this
is also a justice issue. We will then gradually
broaden our perspective beginning with the
local, through the national, and eventually
looking at this as a global issue. The series
concludes with discussing Bill Gates’ new book,
Avoiding a Climate Disaster. Presenters include:
Pastor Marcus Leathers, Walt Alcorn, Sue Beffel,
Ken Plum and Elliot Wicks.
April 11: Biblical Imperative and Justice Issues
April 18: Politics–Local & National
April 25: Politics–Global, Paris Accord, Biden
May 2: Bill Gates' Avoiding a Climate Disaster
May 9: Bill Gates' Avoiding a Climate Disaster

Bible 101, Sundays, 11:15 AM-12:30 PM, Zoom
Continues to delve deeper into each Sunday's
lectionary readings that have been proclaimed in
worship that day, discussing what it meant at the
time it was written but also what it means for us
today.

Read and Share Your Reflections:
My Grandmother's Hands

T

By Jane Plum

he Washington Post on March 14,
2021, lists My Grandmother’s Hands,
by Resmaa Menakem as #9 in NonFiction. After reading books and
attending many classes on effects
of trauma and adverse childhood
experiences (commonly known as ACEs) through
the lens of educators, I found this book to have
a profound effect on my personal anti-racist
journey. It builds on the book Post Traumatic
Slave Syndrome that many church members
studied last year through the Just Matters course
we began during Lent and completed in Living
Your Faith classes in the fall of 2020.
Understanding how the human body holds

trauma and passes it on through generations
(genetically and through upbringing) helps us
understand how we got to this place where we
are now. Racism and white supremacy are stored
in our white bodies and can be changed through
awareness and conscious effort. On the hopeful
side, resilience and love promote healing and are
also passed through our genes and our families.
I found that gaining awareness of how black,
white and police bodies experience each other
in daily interactions gave me tremendous insight
into current events and helped me search for
healing and reconciliation rather than blaming
and judging, especially the average police officer.
Please join me on Mondays April 12 and 26,
May 10 and 24, 7:30-9 PM, to share with others
your thoughts and reflections on the reading.
We will discuss the Introduction and Chapters 1
to 3 on April 12. Please read and take time to sit
and consider the thought-provoking questions in
each chapter before the class.
Note: this book discussion is not about treating
the effects of trauma any of us individually may
have experienced, but, as a church community,
increasing awareness of the collective trauma of
our nation.
To join the book discussion, email me at
janemplum@aol.com for the Zoom link.
Mark your calendars
If you join the group or are unable to attend,
but read the book, you might wish to hear the
author Resmaa Menakem speak along with
Albert Woodfox on Saturday, April 24, 2021, 9-10
AM at Boston University’s Center for Antiracist
Research 2nd Annual National Antiracist Book
Festival. The event is virtual; to see the full
festival lineup and to buy tickets, go to bit.
ly/2021antiracistbookfest. It’s only $10 for one
session.

resmaa-menakem-66d5.squarespace.com
PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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A PA NDEMIC OF

INEQUALITY
By Rob Gehring
Columist

However, there need be no poor people among you, for in
the land the Lord your God is giving you to possess as your
inheritance, he will richly bless you.
-DEUTERONOMY 15:4

Jesus said unto him, "If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell
that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven: and come and follow me."
-MATTHEW 19:21

T

here has been a lot of discussion about how
the pandemic has greatly increased income
disparity both in the U.S. and globally. Let’s
look at some of the reasons.
Inequality.org*, which provides information
on inequality, reports:

• Pre-existing inequalities in the United States and
most countries around the world made ordinary
people vulnerable to the dual blows of the concurrent
public health and economic crises.
• The lowest-income group had the highest job loss
rate between February 1, 2020, and the end of June,
while the highest-income workers had the lowest job
loss rate during this period. At the end of June 2020,
the lowest-income group had only 81% of the jobs they
had on February 1 while the highest-income group had
96% of the jobs they had pre-pandemic.
• As ordinary people suffered from the health and
economic impacts of the pandemic, billionaires
saw their fortunes expand. As of the market close
on February 19, the country’s 664 billionaires had
combined wealth of $4.3 trillion, up from just under
$3 trillion on March 18, 2020. Among the wealthiest,
Elon Musk’s wealth grew by nearly $158 billion, from $24.6
billion on March 18, 2020 to $182.6 billion on February 19,
Jeff Bezos’s wealth grew from $113 billion to $189.3 billion,
and Mark Zuckerberg’s wealth grew from $54.7 billion to
$96 billion.
• Extreme pandemic disparities are not unique to
the U.S. From March 18 to the end of 2020, global
billionaire wealth increased by $3.9 trillion. By
contrast, global workers’ combined earnings fell by
$3.7 trillion, as millions lost their jobs around the
world.
• Racial Inequalities: Black Americans' mortality rates
are significantly higher than all other race and ethnic
groups except for Indigenous people. For each 100,000
Americans (of their respective group), about 211
Indigenous people and 155 Black people, 150 Pacific
Islanders and 120 Latinx people have died from the
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coronavirus, compared to 121 Whites and 76 Asians, as
of February 2, 2021.
• The pandemic-related economic crisis has been
particularly devastating for people of color. When the
shutdown sent unemployment levels skyrocketing in
March and April, Black and Latinx workers were much
more likely to be among the jobless than Whites. This
was true despite the fact that people of color make up
a disproportionate share of essential workers who had
to remain on the job.
• As of January, the unemployment rate was highest
among Black Americans, at 9.2% compared to 5.7%
among White workers.
• Early vaccine data suggests that the racial groups
most at risk of the virus are not receiving the most
shots. While vaccine hesitancy related to a long history
of racist medical mistreatment is a factor, lack of
access is also a barrier.
• Gender Inequalities: The pandemic has exacerbated
long-standing gender inequalities. Women are more
likely than men to work in service occupations,
including domestic work, restaurant service, retail,
tourism, and hospitality, that require face-to-face
interactions and have been hard-hit by layoffs.
Because of the nature of these jobs, teleworking is not
an option for many women.
• In March 2020, U.S. men and women had the same
unemployment rate—4.4%. But in April, as the
pandemic nearly shut down the economy, these rates
sharply diverged, with the female unemployment
spiking to 16.2%, compared to 13.5% for men. As
the economy slowly improved, these gender gaps
narrowed. In December 2020, men and women were
even again, with 6.7% unemployment rates. But
this leveling does not make up for women’s larger
income loss over the course of the year. It also masks
particular employment challenges faced by women
with children and women of color.
* Inequality.org has been tracking inequality-related
news and views for nearly two decades. A project of the
Institute for Policy Studies since 2011, its site aims to
provide information and insights for readers ranging from
educators and journalists to activists and policy makers.
What Can We Do?
Here’s a thought and a challenge: Many of us have just
received an additional stimulus check of $1,400. And
many of us don’t really need it. How about donating
the entire amount to organizations working to alleviate
poverty, racial and gender inequality, disaster relief,
disparate environmental impact, or another justice
cause of special interest to you?

PARISH LIFE MISSIONS CORNER

MISSIONS
IS MORE THAN MONEY
By Joellyn Kinzer

Missions Ministry Member
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel
that was tied around him.
-JOHN 13:5
The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life a ransom for many.
-MATTHEW 20:28

T

he Missions Ministry is mainly
involved in disbursing the monetary
contributions of the congregation.
During this pandemic time, when
being close is frowned upon, it is
good that we have the means to
help those in need from a distance. The Missions
Ministry distributions for February are listed to
the right.
Yet on Maundy Thursday at the Last Supper,
Jesus intimately washed the feet of his disciples.
As Amy-Jill Levine explains in her book, Entering
the Passion of Jesus,
“…This type of service involves intimacy. Jesus
is not suggesting we serve by writing a check,
or even stocking a food pantry. …He wants his
disciples to make direct physical contact with
others. Service is up close and personal; service
is something others can see and appreciate;
service means getting down off one’s high
horse and manifesting meekness and humility.
It teaches us that we are not the important
ones: the ones we serve are the ones who are
important. And we, in turn, might receive the
same service when we need it. The foot washing
may be a singular event, but its meaning should
permeate one’s life.”
We continue to ask for your offering for UCP
missions but, even during this trying time, ask
that your service somehow be up close and
personal.

February Missions Giving

NATIONAL
$4,000 was given to our four denominations
to support the emergency response for the
winter storm damage and flooding in Texas
and surrounding states.
(Each denomination received $1,000).
INTERNATIONAL
The following organizations each received
$1,000:
Doctors without Borders
Living Waters for the World
House of Hope Haiti
World Central Kitchen

For more information about the Missions
Ministry, contact Annerieke, Missions
Ministry co-chair.
PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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NEW BUILDING USE OPPORTUNITIES AND COORDINATOR

R

ight now, nearly all
UCP groups do not
meet in person,
but that will
change little by
little, according to
Parish Board Lay Co-Moderator
Laurie Callahan.
“We’ll be able to meet more in
our building, as more people get
vaccinated and the state rules
for occupancy change. The
Board has already implemented
a re-entry plan with specific
rules for the capacity of each
room in the church. UCP small
groups are allowed to meet in
the building, after filling out a
request form and agreeing to
follow UCP safety protocols.
Each application is individually
evaluated. We’re monitoring
vaccination news and the level
of new COVID infections in our
region.”
For the summer, UCPaffiliated groups can meet in
outside spaces, and for the fall,
renters can reserve rooms, but
their activities and events will
be subject to local regulations at
the time. OLLI (Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute) has already
expressed a desire to return in
the fall.
A number of outdoor events
have already been held. Our Boy
Scout troop, which has been
meeting outdoors weekly, held
an awards ceremony in the UCP
parking lot in March, and there
were a number of Holy Week
events planned. The preschool
is also meeting outdoors. For
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By Marilyn Silvey
outdoor events, a designated
bathroom is assigned, with
one person allowed inside the
church at a time.
UCP has contracted with
Bissi Badou to be the Building
Use Coordinator starting April
1, taking over duties that have
been handled by UCP Financial
Secretary Micaela Hanney. At
first, the job will continue to be
primarily scheduling the Zoom
calls to facilitate UCP’s many
weekly and monthly meetings,
including the Sunday fellowship
time at 10:45, followed by
Adult Sunday School. There
are many groups that meet by
Zoom, including the church
staff; the leadership—from the
Board, councils and ministries
to teams and committees;
the adult choir; the women’s
book group; and ITOR (In the
Other Room), a longstanding
discussion group.
Bissi is from
Benin and studied
in France before
coming to the
United States in
2016. She found
UCP’s website two
years later and
learned about our
Vacation Bible
School. She signed
up her daughter,
Omilara, and she
also volunteered
to help. That
led to Omilara
joining the UCP
children’s choir,

which she still sings in, and
to participating in other ways
including reading scripture in
this year’s Girl Scout Sunday
service. Both Bissi and Omilara
are in the Total Praise dance
group. Last year, Bissi was
UCP’s temporary church
administrative assistant, filling
in for several months for
Heidi Kharbanda, who was on
medical leave. Since then, she
has been working in the office
each Wednesday from 9 AM
to 1 PM, which will continue
until Heidi can safely return in
person.
To apply to meet in a room
inside our church building,
or to plan an outside event on
church grounds, contact Bissi
Badou at events@ucpreston.org
or call her at 703-620-3065 on
Wednesdays.

MARCH BOARD REPORT
BY LAURIE CALLAHAN, LAY CO-MODERATOR, BOARD

Annual Report Sent to Our Four Denominations
UCP’s 2020 Annual Report was submitted to all four
of our denominations by March 12, 2021. Thank you,
Heidi, for completing this important requirement!
New Board Clerk Needed
After serving for many years as UCP’s Board clerk,
Judy Pew is going to take some time off. Her current
term ends June 30, but she is happy to train whomever
takes over this important volunteer position. If
interested, please reach out to one of the Board comoderators: Laurie Callahan or Pastor Beth.
Induction of New Members
Three new members officially joined UCP during the
March Board Meeting. Rebecca (Becca) and Spencer
Williams joined by reaffirmation of faith, and Alison
Rivard joined by Letter of Transfer from Saugatuck
Congregational Church in Westport, Connecticut.
Please see the articles about them on page 7.
The induction ceremony on Zoom was taped and
shown at the March 21 worship service. We all look
forward to meeting and welcoming Becca, Spencer
and Alison in person in the not-too-distant future!
Outdoor Event Planned for Pentecost (May 23)
Watch for details on an outdoor Pentecost celebration!
It will take place after worship and faith formation.
Planning for a Kitchen Upgrade
Fellowship is looking into funding options to upgrade
the kitchen and is getting estimates on the renovation,
which will involve bringing everything up to code.
Second Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) Loan
UCP has received a second PPP loan for $78,000.
Shortly after the Board meeting was held, we filed
for forgiveness of our first PPP loan and have now
received notification it has been fully forgiven!
Preschool Update
Since early March, the UCP preschool has been
held in-person outside. The hope is to be in-person
inside in the fall. The Board is staying on top of the
preschool’s financials, which have suffered during
the pandemic. Until the pandemic, the preschool has
always stayed in the green and been self-sufficient.
Approximately 60% of the new PPP loan will go
toward preschool salaries, so that really helps. A
CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security) grant of $12,900 has helped, as well. At
the Board meeting, it was decided to give the UCP
preschool $16,000, which is half of what we had
budgeted, and wait to see whether more is needed at
the end of the preschool 2020-21 year.

Legacy Giving Advisor
One of the ideas raised at the Town Halls for ensuring
a sustainable future for our parish is to provide
legacy giving opportunities. Art Banks, who heads
our Ecumenical Group, identified Karl Mattison,
vice president for Planned Giving Resources at the
Presbyterian Foundation, as a good resource for us.
John Moore and Joan Denchfield met with him via
Zoom, and he is willing to help us set up our Legacy
Giving Program at no cost. Legacy giving includes
specific bequests and endowments. UCP has an old
endowment policy from 2003 that needs updating.
We need to answer questions like:
-Why leave a faith legacy?
-What options will be provided for designating funds
and/or putting them in the general fund?
The Board is inviting Mr. Mattison to the April Board
meeting to discuss next steps.
Building Reopening Update
The UCP Reopening Committee is now meeting
on a regular basis to keep abreast of changing
recommendations. Our current policy is to allow
members only to meet inside the building (following
safety policies). For the summer, UCP-affiliated
groups like the Boy Scouts and AA can meet in outside
spaces, and renters for the fall can reserve rooms, but
arrangements will be subject to the local regulations
at the time and UCP safety protocols. We will work
with prospective renters to make the process as
straight forward as possible. UCP’s rental insurance
policy is also under review.
Special Board Meeting to Discuss Ideas for a
Sustainable Future
Members brought lots of innovative ideas to the two
Town Halls held to discuss ways to ensure UCP has
a sustainable future. The Board will hold a special
Board meeting on Saturday, April 17, at 10 AM to
review ideas and make preliminary decisions on
where to start with implementing some of them. We
will keep the congregation informed every step of the
way. Thank you again to all who participated!
Congregational Calls
The Congregational Care Ministry has organized
another round of calls to all in the UCP family to
touch base; find out about needs and concerns; and
provide information, including the special services
and activities taking place during Holy Week. With
Easter approaching, it’s a good time to invite our
neighbors to visit UCP. So, please consider if you
would like to invite your neighbors as part of this
outreach effort.
PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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Prayer

The following devotion is from Roll
Down, Justice!, compiled by The
General Commission on Religion
& Race of the United Methodist
Church. It is written by Mike Miller,
lifelong United Methodist with a
passion for music.
(Submitted to the Parish Life by the
UCP Board)
But with loud shouts they insistently
demanded that he be crucified, and their
shouts prevailed. So Pilate decided to
grant their demand. He released the man
who had been thrown into prison for
insurrection and murder, the one they
asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their
will.
-LUKE 23:23-25
“Father, forgive them for they know
not what they do.”
The gospel stories of Jesus’ life, death,
and resurrection continue to inspire,
uplift, and amaze me. They inspire,
uplift, and amaze because Jesus

Choose Love
consistently chooses love. When it
would be easier for him to appease
the powerful religious leaders
and Roman backed authorities, he
chooses love. Even as his friends
disappear and the crowds that once
shouted “hosanna” turn on him with
shouts of “crucify,” he chooses love.
Even after betrayal and humiliation,
even when he is dying, he chooses
love.
In response to the murder of nine
people who were at their church
bible study, the people of Emmanuel
African Methodist Episcopal Church
of Charleston, S.C., chose love. They
offered forgiveness in the face of
hatred and violence.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, we are committed
to being your witness in this world.
But Lord God, sometimes it is hard,
it is difficult, it is painful. Give us
strength and courage to choose love
and peace and hope in the midst of
every situation.1

We always have a choice. Every day
we have a choice–how will the events
of your day and your life affect you?
It’s the challenge of the witness of
Jesus–the challenge of a truly faithful
life–a daily spiritual discipline for
each of us to rise up every day and
say, “I choose love.”

1

Miller, M. (2021). Lenten Study Session
4: “I Choose Love.” Religion & Race.
https://www.r2hub.org/library/lentenstudy-session-4-i-choose-love

WANLA FREER RECEIVES AWARD

By Jean Banks
The Fairfax County Library Board recognized UCP regular attendee and friend Wanla Freer at the library’s
Staff Excellence Award ceremony on March 10. People who nominated Wanla wrote that she “welcomes us to the
library, she is a library ambassador, she is always smiling and she asks what we read.”
Wanla has been working at the library for 26 years. She is based at the Reston Regional Library.
Because of COVID-19, this Library Board meeting was held by Zoom. Church members who attended it and
supported Ms. Freer were Bonnie Hudson, Mary Jackson, JoAnne Norton and Jean Banks.
The library will be reopening soon. Wanla Freer will be there to help you.

HYPOTHERMIA SHELTER ENDS SEASON

By Eloise Williams
Even though our Hypothermia Shelter program changed drastically, UCP members continued to shop for food,
cook and deliver meals to our unhoused neighbors every other Thursday evening from December through March.
Though unable to be with shelter guests in person, as in previous years, we provided meals for them at the shelter
which is in a Reston office building. This winter it provided sleeping space for 24 by adding several rooms to
accommodate the social distancing required by Fairfax County COVID regulations.
Volunteer teams certainly deserve recognition and appreciation for keeping our program alive. Thank you
to team leaders Debbie Aschenbach, Sheila Allen and Kathy Kelley and their team members Annette Reed,
Annerieke Owen, Mary Prezbicki, Barbara Schell, Christy Hermansen, Judy Roe, Rosemary Welch, Nancy Vollmer
and Nan Gilley.
Nate King, Community Resource Associate at Cornerstones, which operates the shelter for the county,
appreciated our tremendous efforts throughout this season. He thanked us for staying with them as we all
adjusted to the "new normal."
Having finished this season, we look forward to next winter when we hope to be able to go back to being together
again as part of our long-standing involvement in this important program.
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Sympathy to:
The family of Donna Haynes
Taylor, 60, who died of heart
disease on January 31. Donna
joined UCP as an affiliate member
in 2011 when her father, the late
Oscar Haynes, was a member and
her stepmother, Rev. Joan BellHaynes, was UCP pastor. She was
also a member of Twelfth Street
Christian Church in D.C.

PRAYER LIST
Joyce
(Roxanne Hughes' sister)

John Elliott & family
(Amy Millar’s friends)

Reckya Madougou
(leader of Benin’s largest
opposition party and first female
presidential candidate for a major
party)

Jeff Flood
Lynn Franklin
(Laurie Callahan’s sister)

Michial
(Alison Rivard’s friend)

Jamie Kauffman
(Yvonne Kauffman’s granddaughter)

Bud Leatherwood

Conrad Kilinski & family
(Jane & Ken Plum’s grandson)

(Kathy Leatherwood’s father-in-law)

Ken and Barbara Bonner on the
death of Barbara's sister, Mary
Wilkins, on February 27.

Lily
(Cheryl & Jeff Smith's greatgranddaughter)

Jim and Nancy Vollmer on the
death of Jim’s sister, Pamela
Vollmer Miles, on March 8.

John Quinn
(friend of the Gehring's)

Claudia Libero and family on the
death of her father, Charles Baker,
on March 15.
Sylvia and John Robinson on
the death of Syliva's mother,
Sylvia Evans, on March 22 in
Indianapolis, IN, at age 98.
Debbie Holliday and family on
the death of Debbie's nephew and
niece.

Submitted this month:

Cindy Richardson
(Patty Gehring’s cousin)
Sonny Swanger
(Trudy McCrea's stepdad)
Richard and Eloise Williams

Rev. LaVerne Gill

Donald Lowell
(Debbie Aschenbach’s father)
Joe McGregor
(Karen Young’s father)
Amy McMichael
(friend of Cheryl Fields)
Jack Moore
Elsa Nygard
Pam Olmes
Mary Anne Oishi
Carl Pelzner

Continued prayers for:
Omilara Badou
Scarlet Bell
(Eloise Williams’ niece)
Barbara Bonner

Rev. Melinda Reed
Dale & Barbara Rogers
(Friends of Rev. Melinda Reed)
Janet Ruhan
(Sheila & Richard Allen’s daughter)
Karen Skatoff
Fred Smith
(James Dean’s husband)

Kim Chavis
(volunteer at The Closet)

Diane Brady
(Lee Schmidt & Kathy SchauerSchmidt’s friend)

Amelia Clark's step-brother

"De” Brown
(Diane Truman’s sister)

Hersy Coaldwell
(Tammi Leathers’ step-dad)

Mary Steinmann
(Rich Steinmann’s mother)

Vicki Corneille
(Joan Braxton's friend)

Michele Collison
(Cheryl Fields’ friend)

Nicole Tasby & son
(Sonja Vaughan’s goddaughter)

Amanda Dance
(Tammi Leathers’ friend)

Joe & Patrick Waugh
(Debra Bailey’s brothers)

Karin Chenoweth
(Cheryl Fields’ friend)

Eleanor Dickey

Sarah Webb
(Steve Webb’s daughter-in-law)

Demetrius Edwards
(Cheryl Fields’ friend)

Ruth Dove, Fred & Mary Dove
(Debra Bailey’s colleague & Ruth’s
parents)
Joyce Duke

Sarah Soliman

Hedda Fields
(Cheryl Fields' aunt)

Kathleen Elder

SUBMIT A PRAYER REQUEST:
ucpreston.org/prayer

Emily Johnson
(Shonnie Johnson's daughter-in-law)

Keith & Pat Elder
(Kathleen Elder’s brothers)

REMOVE A PRAYER REQUEST:
heidi@ucpreston.org
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PHOTO RECAP

PRESCHOOL RESUMES OUTDOOR LEARNING

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY

HOLY WEEK PRAYER STATIONS

LENTEN REFLECTION

GENESIS CHOIR SINGS "KING OF GLORY" ON PALM
SUNDAY

CHERYL FIELDS PLAYS "HOSANNA, LOUD HOSANNA"
ON PALM SUNDAY
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
EVENTS

Paint
Parties

APRIL 16, 3-5 PM (ADULTS)
APRIL 17, 1-3 PM (CHILDREN 5+)
We are putting the art into party,
and you are invited. Participants
paint and enjoy time together. The
April 16 party is for adults, and the
party on April 17 is for children 5
years old and older. Participants
can attend on-site or via Zoom.
Sign up by April 9. Check the
Weekly Connection for sign-up
details. Kits for the adult party are
$30 and kits for children's party
are $25 and are available for pick
up on Wednesday, April 14, 9 AM-1
PM. Scholarships available. To
have your kit delivered, contact
Debbie Aschenbach.
April 16 Zoom Link
April 17 Zoom Link

SAVE THE DATE

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
JULY 5-9
VBS, for children ages 4-rising
6th graders, focuses on biblical
literacy with music, skits, crafts
and experiments. Children learn
how things are possible through
Jesus.. We expect to offer an inperson VBS and are monitoring
CDC recommendations. We
are also brainstorming ways
to offer a hybrid in-person and
virtual program. Stay tuned for
registration details!
SUMMER OF FAVORITES
Our summer theme is "Favorite
Things!" We'll be asking you for
your feedback on your favorite
hymns and scripture to structure
our weekly worship schedule. Stay
tuned!

NOTES
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Throughout Lent, we have been
collecting donations for One Great
Hour of Sharing (OGHS), which
support the ministries of our
four denominations that respond
to disaster, provide refugee
assistance, and lead community
development efforts. We will
contine to collect donations for
OGHS through Easter. You can
give online (select "One Great
Hour of Sharing" in the Give to
menu), or mail a check (payable
to UCP with "OGHS" in the
memo line) to United Christian
Parish (11508 North Shore Drive,
Reston, VA 20190). Thank you for
your continued generosity!
JOIN OUR FACEBOOK GROUP
The UCP
Community
Facebook group
is a private group
for UCP members
and attendees only. This group
provides a forum where members
of the UCP family can connect,
pray for one another, engage and
share fun things together. Request
access using this link.

Holy Week

SCHEDULE

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1

7:30 PM COMMUNION SERVICE
online

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2

12 PM

SERVICE

online & on-site

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 3

11 AM
2 PM

EASTER EGG HUNT

on-site

EASTER EGG HUNT

on-site

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4

10 AM
11 AM

SERVICE

online

VIRTUAL FELLOWSHIP

online

PRAYER STATIONS

on-site
April 1: 9 AM-9 PM
April 2: 9-11 AM & 1-9 PM
April 3: 10 AM-4 PM
online
available all of Holy Week from our
website

SAMARITAN OF THE MONTH
Have a need for transportation,
prayer or assistance in any other
form? Contact April's Samaritan of
the Month, Menda Ahart, by email
or phone, 703-620-3875.

CORNERSTONES
DONATIONS
Drop off donations in Room 107
on Saturday, April 3, from 12-3
PM. Needed items: canned meat,
oatmeal, oil, peanut butter and
applesauce.

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN
UCP Preschool is a part-day
program that focuses on
wholesome development for
children ages 2-5. Visit its website
to learn more about registration
for the 2021-2022 school year.
PARISH LIFE UCPRESTON.ORG
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United Christian Parish of Reston
United in ministry: Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Presbyterian
Church (USA), United Church of Christ and United Methodist Church

Ministerial Team & Pastor Emerita

Board

Co-Pastor for Congregational Care & Development------------------Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Co-Pastor for Faith Formation:--------------------Rev. Beth Williams
Parish Associate:------------------------------------Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Pastor Emerita:----------------------------------Rev. Suzanne Rudiselle

Ministerial Co-Moderator---------------------------Rev. Beth Williams

Staff
Administration:------------------------ Kate Hoing (Communications)
Heidi Kharbanda (Administrator, Membership Secretary)
Micaela Hanney (Bookkeeper, Financial Secretary
Bissi Badou (Building Use Coordinator)
Preschool Director:------------------------------------------ Amelia Clark
Director of Music Ministries:--------------------------- Misha Tumanov
Choir Directors: --------------------------- Seraphim - Misha Tumanov
Genesis - Yvonne Kauffman
Handbells - David Tiller
Total Praise Dance - Beth Hetzler & Cheryl Fields
UCPraise! Band - Jen Whitney
Child Care:------------------------------------Sonali Silva, Adama Sillah
Treasurer:------------------------------------------------------Gerry Havran

Ministerial Co-Chair of PMC---------------- Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Lay Co-Moderator---------------------------------------- Laurie Callahan
Lay Co-Chair of PMC----------------------------------- Leah Steinbronn
Lay Members---------------------------------- Bob Pitulej, Cheryl Fields
Anne Hochstrasser (HARC), Shelly Johnson, Claudia Stallings,
John Moore (Finance Council)
Clerk----------------------------------------------------------------- Judy Pew

Parish Ministry Council (PMC)
Ministerial Co-Chair--------------------------Rev. Dr. Marcus Leathers
Lay Co-Chair--------------------------------------------- Leah Steinbronn
Faith Formation Ministry--------------------- Jane Plum & Jeff Smith
Missions Ministry-------------------- Annerieke Owen & Ray Whitney
Witness Ministry----------------------------------------------Debby Bailey
Worship Ministry--------------------------------------- Jerry Hebenstreit
Building & Grounds Team--------------------------Richard Steinmann
Fellowship Team-------------------------------------------Nancy Vollmer
Justice & Peace Ministry Team----------------- Larry & Kristy Pullen
Technology Team--------------------------------------------- Matt Aguirre

Other
Commonwealth Trustees--Steve Webb, John Melnick, Annette Reed

Congregational Care Ministry----------------------------- Menda Ahart
Ecumenical Advisory Group----------------------------------- Art Banks
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